ONC 


lan Home 
KELEY BAPTIST PIVINITY. scHeol 


SANDFORD FLEMING LIBRARY 


f 


ne for the Chris 


if 


gaz. 


earths 


Ma 


| al 


eorshemenlemmrennnmcre iin rnintteeree i nrranieayimnitttn tr genie enn enhnrpsinaninchanctareninhonmear ch tmantonnttc in natn 


ee rai nttrenee pinnree 


ee 


Sees 


SSeahd 
>> 


aN Sax = 
~-s 9 


SS 


‘ « 


SoS 
> ed 


V2 RNID © 
~ , 
SS 


SN 


WENN 


te Swe 
RRS 


Sa aaDaAdaaaae 


>>» ae Da 
— 
<a DDR SR aed 


=~) Se - ea 


} 


e The amily Chooses Its Way=Margaret S. Ward 


> 


ch-Richard E. Lents 


& 


in Your House Is the Chur 


¢ 
a 


|The Church 


> 


MARCH 1960 — 250 _. 


gazine for the Christian Home 


Hearthstone 


KE. Lee Near, Editor 
Rusy Orappock, Assistant Editor 
ANKO JANSEN, layout 


Contents 


ARTICLES 


MISSIONS—Family Style 
The Family Chooses Its-Way 


pees for Parents’ Discussion Groups) 


Gems to ‘peantake 


Eleanor Anderson 1 


Margaret 8. ‘Ward 3 
Beatrice J. Latimer 9 


The Chuch in Your House I the Ces. 


(Article for Parents’ Discussion Groups) . 
Your Teen-ager’s Summer Is Coming 


QOuri Best 2Da yee eps ys 


STORIES 


That Certain Some Day 
Story for Children 
Sammy’s Friend ... . 


FEATURES , 
Family Worship ... . 


Meeting Plans for Parents’ pasion Groups 
The Family’s Part in Decisions 
The Family Faces Decisions 


Christian Family Worship 
The Family and the Church 


Biblegram 


Tea House Along an beidien ena 


Know Your Hymns! 

Family Counselor .... . 
Books for the Hearthside 
Over the Back Fence 
IBOEUT YAP EOP Oni isis adh sa. 


Richard EH. Lentz 11 
Dorothy 8. Main 20 
. > « © > Sanet «Halt 26 


Ona Freeman Lathrop 6 


Julia Whittier Wolfe 14 


ees: eric Noe ue thee 1) 


Margaret 8S. Ward 22 
Margaret S. Ward 23 
Richard E. Lentz 24 

Richard E. Lentz 25 


3. .. Hildaa. EB. Allen 927 

Sovak Sates Blaise Levai 28 

. . . . . Lowise D. Phillips 28 
. . . . Donald M, Maynard 29 


Inside Back Cover 


Cover Photo by Harold uM. Lambert 


Published Jointly Each Month by 


Christian Board of Publication 


WILBUR H. CRAMBLET, President 
Beaumont and Pine Boulevard 
Box 179, St. Louis 66, Missouri 
Vol. 12 


Marvin E. Smith, Director of Church 
School Literature Division 

Jessie B. Carlson, Children’s Editor 

Ray L. Henthorne, Youth Hditor 

Sherman R. Hanson, Assistant Youth 


HE. Lee Neal, Adult and Family Life 
Richard E, Lentz, Director Family Life 


The American Baptist Publication 
Society 


RICHARD HOILAND, Hawecutive Secretary 
1703 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Editorial Committee No. 3 


Benjamin P. Browne, Director Chris- 
tian Publications 

Marian Brawn, Children’s Bditor 

nates Sill, Assistant Children’s Hdi- 


tor 

Berthold Jacksteit, Youth Hditor 

Charles W. Griffin, Uniform Lesson 
Editor 

Francis E. Whiting, Adult Editor 

Joseph J. Hanson, Director Family Life 


Second class postage paid at St. Louis, Missouri, and at additional mailing offices. 
All books and printed matter referred to in Hearthstone may be ordered from 


either publishing house. 


All prices are subject to change without notice. 


The Scripture quotations are from the Revised Standard Version of the Holy 
Bible, copyrighted by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council 


of the Churches of Christ in the U. S. A., 1946, 1952. 


Used by permission. 


Price, 25 cents per single copy; five or more copies to one address, 20 cents each 
(60 cents per quarter) ; single subscriptions, $3.00 per year. 


ek i ta 1960 by the Christian Board of Publication and the American Baptist 
Publication Society 


Printed in St. Louis, Mo., U. 8S. A, 


written by Beatrice J 
Latimer. She offe 
practical suggestions 
to parents as to the 
use of the church 
school materials whic 
are brought home by 
the children. 
Miccaor Anderson in ‘‘MISSIONS 
Family Style’’ points to a variety o 
ways for making missions to come alive 
for the family. With vacation time ap- 
Peng, your fate might want to 


i 


plan to visit one of the mission stations, 
as she suggests. 

Spring is on its way and already 
Dorothy 8. Main reminds us that ‘‘ Your 
Teen-ager’s Summer Is Coming.’? How 
will your teen-ager 
spend his or her sum- 
mer? Perhaps, among” 
other activities you | 
might encourage him 
or her to choose a 
church camp experi- 
ence—an experience 
that can contribute to- 
his growth as a person 
and as a child of God. 


Christian parents are constantly at 
work, fostering an atmosphere of love 
and understanding in the home. When 
choices or decisions affecting the family 
group as a whole are to be made the 
entire family shares in the decisions. 
How does your family make a decision? 
Is there room for improvement? As- 
sistance may be found in the article, © 
“«The Family Chooses Its Way’’ and in ~ 
the two meeting plans: ‘‘The Family’s 
Part in Decisions’’; ‘‘The Family Faces 
Decisions. ’’ 


Coming next month: Adolescents and — 
Their Parents’’ by Clara B. Hale; | 
‘*Easter and Young Children’’ by Ida- 
lene M. Raab; ‘‘ Your Family’s Week’? — 
by Marge Frank; and ‘‘The Joyous 
Hope of Easter’’ by Robert J. McCrack- 
en. 

Till then, 


R. C. 


ARE YOUR CHILDREN mis- 
ons-conscious? Are they grow- 
if up with an interest in the 
wurch’s outreach to the world? 
r is their knowledge of other 
mds limited to pictures of 
hinese junks and thatch-roofed 
uts in Africa found in a school- 
90k? An interest in missions 


doesn’t spring automatically into 
being the moment a person be- 
comes an adult Christian. This 
interest needs to be nurtured and 
developed as the children are 
growing up. 

It is taken for granted that we, 
as Christians, are vitally interested 
in the spread of the gospel. Some- 


= Family Style 


by Eleanor Anderson 


times our children don’t sense this 
interest. Yet, it should be as nat- 
ural a part of their spiritual 
erowth as grace at table and bed- 
time prayers. How then can we 
stir within their hearts a concern 
for others and a sense of responsi- 
bility for telling others about 
Jesus? 


Knowledge for health is a basic concern whether carried on by church missions or under 
the UN auspices of the World Health Organization and the International Children’s 


Emergency Fund. 


Here a nurse points out to Mexican families the importance of fruit 


and vegetables to supplement the traditional tortilla and black bean diet. 


UNICEF 


First and perhaps easiest is the 
use of missionary books. There 
are new books written each year 
for children which tell of boys and 
girls in other lands—a Japanese 
girl at home, an African boy at 
school, an American Indian who 
helps his father. Instead of the 
usual bedtime story, try one of 
these. The children will absorb 
facts about various peoples and 
perhaps you will find them asking 
questions about what you have 
read. 

It may be that you can bring 
missions into your home by hav- 
ing a foreign student for a week- 
end or a holiday. You can show 
the student a Christian home in 
action, and you will find it to be 
an enriching experience for your 
own family. If this seems impos- 
sible, you might have a ‘‘ Friendly 
Town’’ or ‘‘Fresh Air’’ child to 
your home for a while in the sum- 
mer. This is a part of Home Mis- 
sions that can be mutually reward- 
ing. 


You may find an opportunity to 
entertain a missionary in your 
home. If your chureh schedules 
a missionary speaker, why not ask 
if you can have him or her for a 
meal. You may even want to 
offer overnight accommodations. 


You might be surprised to see.. 


how eagerly the pastor or mis- 
sionary chairman would accept 
your offer! 

Having one of God’s ambassa- 
dors in your home is a choice 
blessing. You will find that he 
will appreciate a simple home at- 
mosphere and will enjoy talking 
about his work. What an oppor- 
tunity for your children to learn 
of boys and girls in other lands, 
of how they live, and of how they 
come to know Jesus! Our chil- 
dren were thrilled to learn ‘‘ Jesus 
Loves Me’’ in Thai during one 
missionary couple’s visit in our 
home. Another time they were 
enthralled while a missionary from 


India described life in his chosen 


home. 


A visit to a mission field or Christian community center will make missions 
come alive for your family. Allow time for watching the various activities and 
letting your children participate with the group. —Religious News Service Photo. 


One of the best ways to mg 
missions come alive for your fa 
ily is to actually visit a miss} 
field. Does that sound like an 
possibility? Not at all. 

Our family will never forget t 
two days spent in visiting missi 
work among the Indians of Al 
zona. It was part of our vacati 
trip. We had written ahead 
the missionaries telling them t 
day we would be there. When ¥ 
arrived, rays from the late aft@ 
noon sun were slanting across t 
dry sage brush. The missionaj 
wanted us to visit a settlemey 
several miles from the road. Vj 
bounced along in his truck, spi# 
ning into a sand hole onee, b 
always going on. Suddenly t 
round form of a hogan appear 
before us and we stopped in t 
well-worn yard. 

Here, living as their ancesta 
had lived many, many years h 
fore, was the family of Navah 
whom we had come to see. T: 
young mother, a regular attenda 
of the mission church, came out 
greet us, a baby in her arms 
a small girl by her side. 
spoke English. The missional 
asked if we might enter her hogd 
and she graciously invited us i 
We were intrigued by the bed rol 
lined up neatly around the ei 
cular walls. In the middle was tl 
stove that served for cooking a 
heating. In this one large roo’ 
the family ate and slept and live 
during the winter season. 

Nearby was the summer shelte 
a roof of brush and grass, su 
ported on four poles. It was 
cool shady spot for cooking an 
working. The aged grandmothe 
sat there, drawing the wool o 
into the yarn that would later k 
used in the weaving of a rug d 
blanket. The men of the fami 
were away with the flocks i 
higher, better grazing land. Th 
advent of civilization has change 
life here but little. 

Our children haven’t forgotte: 
the hogan nor have they forgotte 
how they played with Indian chi 
dren that evening at the missior 
One of our prized reminders a 
the trip is a picture of our eldes 
daughter, then four, with th 

(Continued on page 30) 
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HOW MANY CHOICES 
ve you made today? Did 
ur family help? Was your 
oice wise? Perhaps your neigh- 
x needed someone to stay with 
y children when you had an 
citing new book to read. Or 
ur men’s fellowship or women’s 
ele comes on bowling night. Or 
ur teen-age son or daughter has 
used to go to church or young 
ple’s fellowship. 

Who selected that new car or 
evision set? Who decided where 
go on your summer vacation, or 
what college your, high school 
ior might apply? 

What about your children? 
ave you been making or trying 
make all their choices—what to 
r, how to spend their lunch 
joney or furnish their rooms, who 
, choose for friends, how to 
idget their time between home- 
rk, television, and hit records? 
There is no end to the choices 
ery family member must make 
ia day, a week, a year. That is 
’s wonderful plan. He gives 
all freedom to choose, and then 
face the consequences, right or 
rong, wise or foolish. No child, 
uth, or adult can escape making 
woices, and the wisdom of his 


1960 


he Family Chooses 


Its Way 


Everyone has to make decisions every day. 
The family, too, bas choices to make. 
How does your family choose its way? 


choices reveals his growth toward 
maturity. 


The Importance of the Family 


In his infinite wisdom God also 
plans for his children to live in 
family groups, where young and 
old alike can together help one 
another to learn how to choose its 
way according to his will. 

Christian parents seek con- 
stantly to foster an atmosphere of 
love and understanding, and a 
spirit of democracy in the home. 
There is respect for the rights of 
each member, regardless of age. 
There is encouragement for each 
one to express his ideas and feel- 
ings and to make judgments in so 
far as he is able. Christian par- 
ents want each member of the 
family to become his best self. 
They seize every opportunity to 
let even the youngest children 
make choices of their own and to 
face up to the consequences of 
those choices. They encourage 
freedom and independence just as 
fast as their children prove that 
they are wisely able to use them. 

So Sally learns to check the 


‘thermometer each morning to see 


how warm an outside wrap is 
needed, and Bill decides for him- 
self what sweater will look best 


Sally learns to check the thermometer 
each morning to see how warm an out- 
side wrap is needed. 


—Photo by erb 


with his favorite gray slacks. 
Betty discovers that when she 
spends a quarter for a sundae she 
does not have enough allowance 
left to buy a ticket for the school 
play. 

Sorry indeed is the boy or girl 
who grows up in a home where he 
is overprotected, who never has to 
decide for himself but is always 
told what to do, who, when he 
does make an unwise choice, is 
saved from the consequences of his 
action. Such a boy or girl grows 
up poorly prepared to meet those 
more important decisions—shall he 
go to college, and, if so, where, 
what will be his vocation, whom 
will he marry? Such a person is 
often unable to meet the pressures 
of the society in which he must 
live, because he has not been 
helped in his home to develop a 


wholesome, self-confident attitude . 


toward life and the ability to trust 
his own decisions. 
Parents, an Example 


qually important is the ex- 
of parents who themselves 


are capable of making wise choices 
and accepting the consequences. 
Not much help can be gained from 
a mother who one day thinks that 
she wants to vacation at the shore, 
but the next day chooses the moun- 
tains, and the next day a motor 
trip. Once the decision has been 
made, this same mother spoils the 
whole vacation for everyone by 
wishing all the time that she had 
decided to go somewhere else! 
How poor an example of confident 
living is the father who has the 
opportunity to choose between re- 
maining in his old job or relocat- 
ing in a distant city, and who de- 
cides first one way and then 
another, and finally reaches no de- 
cision at all! 

Much of the tension in homes, 
especially during adolescent years, 
ean be avoided if certain decisions 
are made in family council, and 
everyone has a share in reaching 
them. It is very important to 
Mary to have to move away from 
her friends, and to have the 
knowledge of the family-move 


yee Ya 


sprung upon her without warnin 
is just cause for tension. Buyi 
or furnishing a home, selecting 
church, choosing a family vaed 
tion, planning how to celebrathy 
Christmas, are types of decision} 
that should as far as possible by 
decided as a family, together. 
Many other decisions are pure 
individual and cannot in the last 
analysis be decided by the family 
but the family may have a par 
in pointing out the consequence 
the decisions may have. Amon; 


church. 


The Family Council 


Group decisions can best be ar 
rived at in family council. Heré 
all members of the family mee 
together to talk over the specia 
problem. Very young children 
may not be able to take a very 
active part in the family council 


ft There are some choices that 
; | involve all the family. When 


the father begins considering 
a change of jobs, he will want 
to consult his wife first. 


ss Photo by erb 
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t it is important that they be 
esent. Each child and youth, as 
l as the parents should have 
bedom to say how he feels or 
fat he thinks. True, there will 
differences of ideas and feel- 
xs, but no member of the family 
puld dominate the others. All 
il gain valuable experience in 
ve-and-take, in listening to 
aers’ ideas, in accepting the 
mpromise which usually has to 
sur in order to bring about a 
ippy solution. 

The family council can also pro- 
fle an opportunity for a demo- 
atic discussion of many prob- 
which in the end only one 
ember will have to decide for 
mself. If Father is offered a 
ww job, knowing the shared ideas 
all members of the family may 
Ip him reach a better decision. 
ow do the children feel? Can 
ey come to appreciate what the 


change would mean in the way of 
inereased income and better work- 
ing conditions, and so willingly 


accept their loss for his greater. 


gain? 

Some children because of age or 
temperament may hesitate to bring 
up personal problems in family 
council. They may welcome a 
chance to talk with one parent. 
He, in a spirit of love and under- 
standing, can help point out the 
wisdom or the foolishness of a 
certain choice, but at the same 
time will not force his authority 
or choice upon the child. Happy 
indeed is the young person whose 
parents have kept the channels of 
communication open, and who have 
ereated a spirit of co-operation and 
consideration for each other that 
the child or youth respects. Fortu- 
nate also is the child who grows 
up respecting the authority of 
loving parents and feeling secure 


and protected from danger or the 
disastrous results of wrong de- 
cisions. 

At other times, it is the older 
brother or sister who can be the 
warm, understanding counselor. 
Then the parent will not try to 
force himself into this confidence 
between brother or sister, but feel 
grateful for this true expression of 
the Christian spirit which God 
planned for family members. 


Living at One’s Best 


Choices are unavoidable in this 
business of living. Everyone has 
to make some kind of decision 
every day that he lives. When the 
family, itself, has made a wise 
choice, or when it has helped one 
of its members to choose God’s 
will, then the family has fulfilled 
one of its most important God- 
given responsibilities. 

(See meeting plans on pages 22 and 23) 


The children will be affected, too, by a change of jobs, especially if this will 


Photo by erb 


io ‘ 
bed 


involve a move to another city—a change of schools, and the development of 
new friends, 


by Ona Freeman Lathro 


that 


certain some 


‘*Oh, I do—I do 
he hastened 
assure her. ‘‘BY 
sometimes, Lyddj} 
I think of the off 
days when....’ | 
} 
| 


LYDIA PHILLIPS STOOD at 
the kitchen window absently dry- 
ing her hands after the supper 
dishes were done. There they 
went again, that couple next door. 
Barely seven o’clock, and they 
were piling gaily into their old 
ear, waving good-by to their two 
youngsters and whirling down the 
street, probably to a movie. 

“‘You’d think they wouldn’t 
want to leave those children with 
a baby sitter night after night,’’ 
Lydia called back to her husband 
who was fixing the kitchen faucet 
that always dripped. 

*‘Yeah? Well, maybe they just 
like to get off alone together oc- 
easionally,’’ he answered, giving 
the wrench a vicious twist. 


— | 


Art FitzSimmons 
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Lydia turned quickly at the queer note in his voice. 
Nhat do you mean, Greg? Do you think we are 
d down too much? I thought you agreed that we 
ould always do things together—as a family.”’ 
“Oh, I do—I do,’’ he hastened to assure her, laying 
3 tools down and coming to put his arm about her. 
But sometimes, Lyddy, I think of the old days when 
ere were just the two of us and we would talk 
ings out together and somehow—find each other. 
, I know you’ve been a conscientious mother, and 
"s wonderful to do things as a family such as pic- 
king and vacationing. But I’ve been wishing you 
d I could run off alone together this vacation.”’ 
is troubled brown eyes were scanning her face 
ixiously. She could see he had been turning this 
ea about in his mind lately. : 
They had discussed various plans for a vacation 
is year. He hadn’t taken a real one in years, 
hile getting the business on its feet, but this 
ar—with his brother out of college and helping 
m—they had promised themselves one. The lakes, 
trip to the West, the seashore—all the possibilities 
ad been discussed. Yet Greg always put them off, 
ying, ‘‘Let’s think it over awhile.’’ Now, perhaps 
1e had learned what was bothering him. 
“You don’t really think we ought to go off together 
hd leave the children at home, do you, Greg?’’ she 
sked anxiously. ‘‘They have all been counting on a 
“ip. The twins are doing odd jobs and saving money 
yr it already, and Nancy has even bought some of 
ey own clothes with money she earned ‘for our trip,’ 
ne says. It would break their hearts to leave them 
ome. I thought—”’ 
‘Oh, I know, Lydia. Just wishful thinking, I 
ess. I thought we might leave the three of them 
my folks on the farm and get off by ourselves—sort 
a second honeymoon. Is that too much to ask?’’ 
‘‘Why, Greg, it sounds wonderful, but we’d better 
ink and pray about it awhile. We wouldn’t want 
e children to feel left out.’’ 
“They needn’t feel left out, Lyddy. Maybe they 
‘eed to be somewhat on their own, too, and certainly 
ve should manage to keep one little segment of our 
ives just for ourselves alone. There will come a 
ay when they will be grown and gone, and if we 
on’t have some mutual interests and hobbies and 
wiends apart from them, we may become a very 
bnely old couple—lost and idle and tragic—like old 
s. Benton who sacrificed and guided and almost 
mothered her children, only to be left with idle days 
hen they grew up and left her.’’ 
Lydia was shocked. ‘‘I didn’t know you had 
hought about things like that, Greg. I just felt we 
vere supposed to give them all our attention these 
réars, and then some day—’’ her voice trailed off un- 
ertainly. 
“‘That Some Day might never come for the two of 
s, Lydia. Too many things can happen. We ought 
» live life as we go along and not put everything off. 
At least we would have some happy memories and be 
njoying life to the fullest, now and later on too. 
We wouldn’t be neglecting the children either. It 
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might be good for them to know we are still persons 
in our own right—not just parents.’’ He grinned 
endearingly, and Lydia brushed her brown hair back 
thoughtfully. 

Perhaps she had been wrong to give every moment 
to her children, thinking that was being a good 
mother. Perhaps she had neglected being a good 
wife in doing so. She couldn’t think when she and 
Greg had gone any place to eat alone together. There 
was that little Country Inn out on the highway where 
they used to love to go—she wondered if it was still 
there. Once they had planned to do some articles or 
even a book about their year spent in Japan when 
Gree was in the service, but the children had come 
along and they had settled into a domestic routine 
that left no time for such things. Had she been 
wrong? Was it too late? 

The children came trooping in from play, and there 
were baths to give and homework to supervise. As 
she was tucking the twins into their bunk-beds, she 
decided to sound them out on the new idea which was 
forming in the back of her mind. 

‘Would you boys like to visit Grandpa and Grand- 
ma Phillips for part of your vacation this summer ?”’ 
she asked cautiously. 

‘‘Atthe farm? By ourselves? Oh, boy!’’ came the 
chorused answer. 

‘‘Perhaps—for a few days anyway. We'll see.”’ 
Well! No recriminations from that quarter. Probably 
she had only been imagining that the children felt 
inseparable from their parents. 

With Nancy it was different. When she came home 
from studying with a schoolmate, Judy Mason, Lydia 


Contented 


I may never paint a ‘‘master’’ 
Nor attain artistic peaks, 

But with shades of beets and carrots 
I paint roses in their cheeks. 


I am sure to write few novels, 
Fewer still my sonnets are, 

But a wealth of satisfaction 
Can be cold-packed in a jar. 


I have never starred on Broadway, 
Bowled ’em over with my charm, 
But it’s thrilling when my son says, 
‘‘Have a cookie—meet my Mom.”’ 


Some folks think there’s not much glamour 
In the quiet, domestic life, 

But God showers compensations 
On a mother and a wife. 


by Frances J. Riley 


made the same proposition, but it was promptly met 
with complaining and protest. 

‘* And not go with you and Daddy on a trip? And 
be stuck on that old farm with my kid brothers to look 
after? Oh, Mother, how can you!’’ 

Greg spoke up then. ‘‘Now look here, Nancy, 
Mother and I thought of going to the city for our 
vacation. I’d hoped you would co-operate and let us 
get away together.’’ 

Nancy laughed incredulously. ‘‘You—and Mother 
—alone together? Why, Daddy, you make it sound 
as if you were a couple of sweethearts! That’s so 
funny.’’ 

Lydia bristled at that. ‘‘And what’s so funny 
about that? It may interest you to know, young lady, 
that we WERE a couple of sweethearts not too long 
ago—and still are. We may be parents, too, now, but 
in a few years when you are all grown and gone, we 
shall still have a life to live.’ She was quoting Greg, 
and she didn’t care. 

Greg said sternly, ‘‘See here, Miss, your mother 


and I might like a little chance to talk about some- ° 


thing besides schoolwork and teeth-straightening and 
discipline. It’s rather selfish of you not to want us 
to have some fun on our own occasionally.’’ 

At that Naney blew up, ‘‘But you promised—you 
said we’d all take a trip somewhere.’” She hurried 
to her room, banging the door. 

Lydia, confronted by her daughter’s anger, began 
to weaken. ‘‘You see, Greg, I told you the children 
would feel left out. We’ve brought them up to think 
that THEY are our lives, and now we are pushing 
them away from us. It isn’t quite fair. We did 
promise. I just can’t do it.’’ 

Greg snorted. ‘‘High time we made them see we 
still are persons as well as parents then. We’ve given 
them the wrong slant on things if they think we are 
only in this world to serve them. We’ll make selfish 
little tyrants of them, and they should learn to think 
of our comfort and feelings too. There should be a 
happy medium.”’ 

‘‘T can’t help it, Greg,’’ Lydia protested. ‘‘It 
doesn’t seem right to let them down when they had 
planned on it. FE just won’t go.’ 

Greg shrugged a massive shoulder and strode out 
the front door, slamming it after him. Lydia sat 
there in the living room trying to think things out. 
There must be a way to make children feel wanted 
and a part of things and yet not let them usurp your 
whole life. Surely you could love them as she and 
Greg had without making selfish little tyrants of 
them. Where had they failed? Had she failed Greg, 
too? Surely there must be a way to compromise. 

Well, Nancy must be comforted. These teen-agers 
and their complexes! If only there were some way— 
and then it came to her. 

She slipped into Naney’s room and gathered the 
slender little form into her warm arms. ‘‘Nancy, 
dear, I’m afraid you ARE being a trifle selfish think- 
ing only of your own good times, aren’t you? There 
comes a time—’’ 

Nancy turned to her and laid her head on her 


been all wrong after all, for now she said, ‘‘I know 
Mother. I’m ashamed to mess things up for you i 
you really want to go alone with Daddy. It’s jus¥ 
that I had counted on this trip so much. But if you 
really want to go, why—”’ 

Then Lydia made her new proposition. ‘‘Suppos 
we compromise,’’ she suggested. ‘‘Didn’t I hear you 
tell Judy you ecouldn’t go to the retreat at the churel 
camp because you were going with us? Perhaps wa 
could arrange the dates for our trip so that we could 
all go together for part of the time, and then th 
boys could go to the farm and you could go on to th 
ehurch camp with Judy. Would that help?”’? ~ | 

So it was arranged. They took a ten-day trip inte 
the lake country, stopping to fish, camp, and swim} 
for a day or so at any likely spot. They explored 
the woods and trails together, becoming even closer 
as a family. | 

‘Somehow I thought you meant you didn’t want te | 
spend time with us children any more,’’ Naney con 
fided one night, as they lay in their sleeping bag 
far up the Poreupine Mountains. ‘‘But you still 
seem to have fun with us, don’t you?”’ 

Lydia’s conscience pricked again. ‘‘Of course we 
have fun with you. We wouldn’t have it any othe 
way. Probably we’ll be so lonely for you when we 
go on alone together, that we’ll come hurrying back.’ 

‘Oh, I understand, Mother. I imagine it DOES 


| 
mother’s shoulder. Perhaps their training hadn” | 
| 


get rather boring just being parents all the time. I 
(Continued on page 30) 


y Beatrice J. Latimer 
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hat to do with the 
ake Home Pieces” 


WHAT HAPPENS to the Sunday church school 
per when your child brings it home? Do you read 
to him and let it go at that? In a day or two, do 
u find it on the floor and drop it into a wastebasket? 
Vhat a pity! 
Unfortunately, this happens all too often and is 
big loss, indeed. A great deal of thought, time, 
md money goes into the making of these papers and 
ney should not be discarded so casually. The well- 
hosen devotionals, stories, memory verses, prayers, 
races, songs, and activities are designed to bring 
‘our child the best in Christian education. We par- 
mts could do much to further the tireless work of 
r Sunday church school teachers if we made full 
ise of the papers in our own homes. In this small, 
et rewarding way, we could do our part and not 
yut the full responsibility of training our children on 
e shoulders of others. 
There are many ways in which the Sunday ehureh 
ichool paper can be put to use. Here are a few sug- 
restions: First, read the paper to your child (or 
meourage and help him if he is able to read it for 
iimself), answer his questions, then, help him clip 
he paper to a folder as shown in photograph 1. Set 
where he can look at and enjoy it, perhaps on the 
r or table in his bedroom. (Don’t fuss if a 
aper is creased or folded. A warm iron does 
onders in eliminating wrinkles.) 
Later in the week, the paper may be taken from 
he folder. Generally, only one side of each sheet 
be used and you must decide from which pages 
ur child will benefit most. You may want to let 
choose the section that appeals to him. Tf at: is 
memory gem (prayer, grace, or Bible verse), he 
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From left to right, Memory Book, Booklet 
“Stories of Jesus,” Folder, Activity Box with the Bulletin 
Board above. 


Photograph 1. 


may learn it first. Then, let him cut it out and 
paste it into a Memory Book. 

Perhaps, the paper includes a beautifully illus- 
trated story of Jesus. Intact, this paper eould go 
into a booklet kept solely for stories of Jesus. Or, 
one week, the interesting feature may be on activity : 
a puzzle, a picture to color, something to make or do, 
some questions to answer. This can be completed at 
once or put into the Activity Box to be used again 
on a rainy day, a convalescent period, or a’ quiet time. 

You and your child can learn the delightful songs 
that frequently appear in the papers. Paste them 
to stiff cardboard such as that placed in shirts by 
the laundry (both sides of the cardboard can be 
used). Chosen for their sweet music and often 
inspiring words, the appeal of the songs is lasting. 
Children will sing them again and again. 

When the Sunday church school paper introduces 
and illustrates children of other lands, you’ll find, if 
your child is school age, a map of the world a great 
asset in sustaining interest. ‘‘Home’’ should be 
plainly marked. Ribbon, wool, or string ties the 
home of the new friend to his picture. (Pictures 
mounted on cardboard will stand if a flap is glued 
to the cardboard.) Your child can see how near or 
far are his friends, learn what waters divide them. 
He’ll be drawn to the map, time and time again, 
especially if you encourage him to change the pictures 
frequently, and add ones that illustrate the life of 
the country. 

A bulletin board that a child can reach makes an 
excellent place for cutouts, pictures, and handwork 
done at Sunday church school. If this material is 
changed continually, there is little chance of the child 
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Photograph 2. A map of the world with the strings from 
map to pictures of children of other lands. 


becoming bored. A bulletin board can be made easily 
by gluing inexpensive burlap cloth to stiff cardboard 
and framing. Light in weight, it can be hung on a 
picture hook. 

In photograph 1, the Activity Box is decorated 
with a crayoned cutout of a church. In it are cray- 
ons, colored pencils, scissors, glue, activity papers, 
everything handy and accessible for handwork. The 
folder for the weekly paper is nothing more than 
heavy cardboard, folded and decorated. The booklet, 
‘*Stories of Jesus,’’ is made of construction paper, 
slightly larger than the booklet. With holes punched 
and a ribbon to hold the book together, additional 
stories may be added any time. 

The covers of the Memory Book were made of light- 
weight cardboard covered with fancy paper. The 
pages were cut from heavy brown paper bags such 
as one gets at a supermarket. Once again holes were 
punched and a shoe lace used for a tie. This book 
is made to stand hard usage. On its pages can be 
pasted anything a child memorizes, with crayoning 
or cutouts that tie in. These last will help a child 
that does not read to recall a memorized piece. 


Photograph 3. Hymns on piano are from Sunday church 
school papers, glued to cardboard, 
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Photos from the Author 


Be sure you vary the weekly enterprise and do 
permit child participation in every respect. His hands 
may be slow, his cutting and erayoning may leave 
much to be desired. Just remember, the finished 
project isn’t the important thing. Rather, what 
counts is his effort, enjoyment, and, indirectly, his 
learning. Do not discourage or destroy with un- 


' necessary criticism. 


Keep projects simple. Allow plenty of time to 
work at them. Do not make books overly large. 
Small ones are more easily handled. Have them 
attractive in appearance and encourage the child to 
look at them, to remember and repeat the verses 
learned, the stories read. Repetition is the secret, and 
the oftener the child handles the material the more 


‘likely he is to learn. Books will wear out, of course, 


but with a Sunday church school paper every week, 
new books can be made occasionally. This in- 
variably brings interest to a high point. And if 
you have more than one child going to church school, 
you may have a selection of papers and your children 
ean share in the projects.. 

. Use any memorized material as often as possible. 
For example, a poem, song, Bible verse, or story 
may be your child’s contribution to periods of 
family worship if you have them in your family. If 
you have not yet begun this practice, using some of 
the ‘‘gems’’ in your child’s church school materials 
may serve as the opportunity to begin. 

Perhaps these suggestions, along with ideas that 
occur to you, will help stimulate and sustain interest 
in the Sunday chureh school. For teaching the 
Christian way, they’re gems to treasure. 


HEARTHSTONE 


by Richard E. Lentz 


I DON’T WANT TO GO to 
I want to stay home 


‘‘What are they thinking about 
‘up there at that church, when they 
‘expect parents to use all of this 
istuff?”’ 

‘“We worship at the church. 
‘That’s what it is for. We do not 
have time for family worship any- 
way.”’ 

To the makers of these state- 
ments the paragraphs which follow 
‘will prove disconcerting. There 
are many homemakers, however, 
“who are seeking a deeper founda- 
‘tion for the spiritual life of their 
families. They may be stimulated 
by examining the affinities between 
their families and the Church. 


The Church is not a building nor 
is it an organization. Most people 
recognize that the Church is more 
than these. Instead of being 
‘merely building or organization 
—a single congregation—a local 
church is a group of believing 
Christians who are a part of the 
one Body of Christ on earth. Their 
reason for being is to worship God 
and to bear witness to his love 
made known in Jesus Christ. 
When members of a congregation 
go forth in faith and love to work 
- or to serve in the community, they 
are the Church in action. 

That ‘‘things may be done de- 
“eently and in order’’ the organ- 
izational aspect of the Church came 
to be. It is indispensable and im- 
portant. That there might be a 
place of prayer and communion 
and a visible symbol of God’s love 
and presence among men, ehureh 
_ buildings were erected. These too 
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he Church in Your House 


Is the Church 


are valuable and necessary. 
However, Floyd Filson in Jesus 
Christ the Risen Lord reminds us 
that ‘‘before there were church 
buildings Christianity lived in 
homes. The ‘Church in thy house’ 
was the Church.’’ There are a num- 
ber of ways in which this is true to- 
day. No one would consider dis- 
banding our church congregations. 
There are too many blessings for all 
of us—and for our families—in the 
congregational fellowship and pub- 
lie worship of the Church. Neither 
would we wish to abandon our 
church buildings which house the 
manifold ministries of the modern 
church and which in their physical 
beauty represent to a materialistic 
world the presence and power of 
the eternal God and the faith of 


What is the Phurchia 


—Don Knight 
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his people. Surely it would be 
false to think that Christian fami- 
lies alone could perform the total 
mission of the Chureh or that in 
isolation they could even realize 
their own noblest potentialities. 

Families need always to be 
aware of their relation to the one 
ehurch just as every local congre- 
gation needs constantly to recog- 
nize itself as a part of the universal 
Chureh of Christ. There are some 
functions of a Christian family 
which resemble closely some func- 
tions of a Christian congregation. 
A family may be ‘‘two or three 
gathered ‘together in His name,’’ 
just as truly as a Sunday morning 
congregation or church school class. 
The Christian family is ordained 
also, originating in his will and 
established in vows made before 
God in the presence of Christian 
witnesses. There are many char- 
acteristics which are common to 
both the Christian family and the 
church. © 

When your church makes it- 
self at home in your house, your 
house is the Church. 

What is really meant here is 
the orientation of church program 
to assist families in performing 
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Family prayers ‘‘encircle the wo: 
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their functions; the influence of 
the church in your house. Fami- 
lies are aware of many problems 
today. They know that they are 
held responsible for some of the 
conduct of delinquents and others. 
They would like to guide their 
children in developing Christian 
character. They wish they felt 
qualified to have family worship in 
their homes. They feel guilty 
about their failures in worship, 
child rearing, and chureh partici- 
pation. Some very loyal church 


families, however, have said that 


much of the program of their 
chureh has been of little help to 
them in homemaking. 

On the other hand, many fami- 
lies have said that almost the en- 
tire program of their churches was 
helpful to them in strengthening 
family unity and in developing 
useful skills of Christian home- 
making. A great deal of this help 
is not specifically labelled family 
education but is, none the less, 
useful anyway. 

A large number of families have 
been asked about how their 
churches have contributed to the 
enrichment of family life. The 
following is a composite of the 


’* and support the church and its leaders. 


| 
major assistance mentioned. Thd 
are not intended to be listed in tl} 
order of importance. | 

1. Church fellowship, by inclu¢ 
ing many families, gives each o 
an opportunity and incentive 
broaden its own fellowship. 

2. Literature of the chureh— 
family magazines, lesson quartet 
lies, periodicals, books, and stor; 
papers—provide good family read 
ing material as well as practica 
guidance in homemaking. 

3. Church worship services mee | 
important religious needs of fami 
lies; train family members 
music, worship, reading, and fur 
nish materials and patterns o 
family worship that are helpfu 
at home also. 

4. Church school assists in Chris4 
tian family education and traing 
parents, young people, and chil4 
dren for leadership. 

5. The pastoral ministry of visi 
tation and counseling not onl 
strengthens the family in crises 
but also supplies continuing guid. 
ance and support for family ac- 
tivities incidental to the Christian 
nurture of growing persons in the 
family. 

6. Activity programs of organ- 
izations of the church sometimes 
supply common projects for fami-' 
lies to do together at home, in the 
church or at camp. 

7. Special institutions of the 
church meet particular needs of 
families in illness, poverty, or 
death through hospitals, children’s | 
homes, and homes for elderly pee 
sons. : 

8. Many positions of voluntary 
leadership in the church give op- 
portunity for additional develop- 
ment of abilities first revealed by 
family members in the home. 

9. Social action by the church 
helps secure community conditions 
favorable to Christian family life 
and also offers constructive chan- 
nels for family efforts to express 
social concern. 

10. The history of the Church 
and its present world-wide out- 
reach program serve Christian 
families by helping them to see 
themselves in a word setting, and 
by enabling them to share in meet- 
ing world needs through the 
church. 


HEARTHSTONE 


| When your family identifies it- 
alf with the mission of the Church, 
‘our home is the Church in your 
house. 

Without becoming involved in 
detailed definition of the Church, 
nay we not consider some respon- 
ibilities of the Church which her 
onstituent families may share? 
im such sharing these families not 
nly further the Church’s mission: 
They fulfill their own Christian 
vocation as well. There is space 
here to mention five responsibilities 
mly—and these briefly, but the 
principle will be established. 

1. The Church is in the world 
10 bear witness to the power and 
love of God which were revealed 
in Christ and which are still active 
in the lives of men. There is prob- 
ably no place on earth where love 
ts more easily developed or where 
it reaches more noble expression 
than in Christian family life. As 
this love radiates out beyond the 
family, men are influenced by it 
to seek God who is its source. The 
ifamily becomes an example of the 
Church’s witness. 

_ 2. The Church is constituted to 
be a redemptive community. There 
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the ‘‘fallen’’ are to be ‘‘raised 
up,’’ the unlovely to be loved and 
transformed by the experience of 
forgiving love. Most people first 
experience the disapproval of 
others in their home. Many know 
what forgiveness is like because 
of their parents gracious accept- 
ance of the wrongdoer back in the 
family circle of love. Here the 
Christian actually anticipates the 
Chureh’s ministry by preparing 
family members to receive it. 

3. The Church is charged to 
‘feed the hungry and to clothe 
the naked’’ and to be His agent in 
meeting the physical needs of men. 
We have a proverb, ‘‘Charity be- 
gins at home.’’ So it does in the 
compassion which the family en- 
courages for those in need. Chris- 
tian compassion seeks to prevent 
need also. Many families are ac- 
tive in charitable activities. Are 
they not about the Church’s busi- 
ness? 

4. The Church is commissioned 
to bear to men everywhere the good 
news of God’s forgiving love re- 
vealed in Jesus Christ. When 
reading and study in the home 
lead parents and children to share 


The church fellowship, by including 


in world outreach through contri- 
butions, prayers, or volunteering 
for personal life-service in the 
Church, the family becomes the 
Church in performance of her mis- 
sion to the world. Indeed many 
whole family groups have served 
the Church as missionaries, pastors, 
and lay workers. 

5. The Church is established to 
lead men to the confession and for- 
giveness of their sins and to the 
adoration and praise of Almighty 
God in Christian worship. Fami- 
lies worship at home as well as in 
their churches. They teach their 
younger members to worship. 
Guests in the home share in family 
worship. Family prayers ‘‘en- 
circle the world’’ and support the 
chureh and its leaders. A family 
at worship is a lifelong Christian 
congregation. 

Whenever these great functions 
of the Churech—bearing witness, 
redeeming by fellowship, caring 
for the needy, evangelization of the 
world, and worship of God—be- 
come the concern of a family, that 
family becomes the church in its 


own house. 
(See meeting plans on pages 24 and 25) 


many families, gives each family an 


opportunity and incentive to broaden its own fellowship. 
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—Norm Hancock 


IN A BIG CITY there is a park, and in the park 
there is a beautifully kept road called ‘‘The bridle 


path.’’ It follows the road autos take. Of course, 
on the bridle path only horses and ponies are allowed. 
All day long people ride on the road as if they were 
parts of a long procession. Sometimes the horses go 
slow: tap-tock, tap-tock. Sometimes the horses go 
tappety-tock, tappety-tock. Often the ponies feel so 
gay that you can hardly hear their little feet touch 
‘the ground: tock-tock-tock ! 
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Every rider must be off the bridle path by seven 
o’clock at night, for the gates are locked by the keeper. 

Different persons come and go in the park, but 
there are two who are there every day. One is a 
policeman. He is tall and jolly. He knows all the 
children on both sides of the high iron fence that 
goes around the park. His name is Jimmy Mann. 
It seems such a pity that such a jolly person should 
have anything to trouble him. 

(Continued on page 30) 
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“Spring is a wonderful time of year! For many 
ersons, it never loses the quality of the miraculous: 
nat after the cold and snow and ice of winter, new 
fe comes pulsing through all of nature to produce 
ne fragrant blossoms and the new green of luxurious 
rowth. Christian parents see in the initial stages of 
his cycle the evidence of God’s orderly and depend- 
ble providence for the universe. Their awareness of 
ind appreciation for it do much to nurture in their 
hildren the attitude that can become worship as 
parents relate springtime experiences to God. 
Children learn best as they participate in some 
etivity. To nurture appreciation for God’s orderly 
nd dependable providence for the world, and to 
mjoy the changing seasons, your family may work 
jogether to prepare soil and plant seeds; you may, 
when properly dressed for it, take a walk in the 
rentle spring rains; you may go to an open hilltop 
1o see and feel the effects of the 
soft spring winds; you may take 
walks to see growing things in 
your neighborhood. 

It is not enough to do these 
chings; your attitude and appre- 
siation must be evident. If you 
ean speak naturally and easily of 
what such experiences mean to 
you, you may share your feelings 
with your children; or a verse of 
scripture, a song, a poem may 
say, much better than your own words, just what 
‘you want to convey to your child from the situation. 
Later, in your period of family worship, you may 
recall together the outdoor experience and make it 
part of your thanksgiving to God. 


A Suggested Order of Worship 


Some parents may wish to keep their periods of 
family worship quite informal so as to take advantage 
of an experience or of small contributions their 
.children may make. (See ‘‘Gems to Treasure,’’ p. 9.) 
‘Others are helped by a plan they may follow, or 
adapt, to their particular situation. It may be simi- 
lar to this: 

Song (May be sung or the words read) 

Bible Verse (Repeated from memory by all who 
know it, or read by an older child or one of the 
parents) 

Thinking About the Verse (A discussion of the 
meaning of the verse, led by one parent; a story, 
illustrating the meaning of the verse, told or read by 
a member of the family; or a poem expressing the 
truth embodied in the verse, may be used; cr either 
of the parents may say what the verse means to him) 
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Prayer (A child old enough to voice his own 
prayer may lead the thoughts of all the others; one 
of the parents may express what he feels or thinks 
the members of the family feel; or there may be 
times when a litany or responsive prayer may be 
used ) 

Even with an order of service such as this, many 
parents may wish for resources to use in worship 
with their children. They may be found upon the 
following pages. The material is arranged according 
to weekly themes: ‘‘Planting Seeds,’’ for the first 
week; ‘‘Rain,’’ the second; ‘“Soft Breezes,’’ the 
third; and ‘‘New Life,’’ the fourth. 

Each piece of the resource materials also indicates 
the ages of the children with which it may be used 
most satisfactorily: (K) for kindergarten (and 
mature three-year-old) children; (P) for children 
in the first three grades of public school; and (J) for 
those in grades four through six. 


Reading Your Bible 


and deeper appreciation for God’s 
orderly universe. Your children 
need to see you reading and think- 
ing about what you read from 
God’s word. During this month 
you may wish to read the following 
passages: Week 1—Psalm 107 :37; 
Ecclesiastes 3:2; Isaiah 65:21; 
Jeremiah 31:5. Week 2—Genesis 2:4b-5; Deuter- 
onomy 11:14; Job 5:8-10; 36 :24-31; 38 :25-27; Psalm 
147:7-8; Isaiah 30:23. Week 3—Job 26:13a; Psalms 
104 :3-4; 185:5-7; 147 :12-18; Ecclesiastes 1:6; Amos 
4:13; Luke 12:54-55. Week 4 Genesis 8:22; Psalms 
104:14; 147:8; Song of Solomon 6:11; Matthew 
6:28-29; 13:24-80; Mark 4:27-28; Luke 21:29-30. 


Aids to Worship 


Many persons find it helpful to use tangible, visual 
materials to establish a mood of worship. A picture, 
an object, or a collection of them may be used with 
the Bible opened to the verse suggested for use each 
week. In addition, for the first week of this month, 
several packets of seeds may be arranged beneath a 
picture of blooming flowers or ripening vegetables; 
for the second week, a picture of rain or a small 
Japanese umbrella, such as often is used for decora- 
tions, may indicate the theme of ‘‘Rain’’; for the 
third week a picture of trees bending in the wind, 
of kites flying, or a miniature kite may be used; on 
the last week, budding branches or pussy willows will 
make a nice arrangement. 
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Your Bible can give you insight 
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first week 


A Bible Verse 
For everything there is a sea- 
son, and a time for every matter 
under heaven: 
a time to plant, and a time to 
pluck up. what is planted. 
—Ecclesiastes 3:12 


Prayer ‘%P.J) 


Dear God, thank you for the 
nice warm days of spring. I like 
the feel of the soft earth. Help 
me to work carefully as we make 
the ground ready for the tiny 
brown seeds. Thank you for your 
plan for them to grow. Amen 


Planting Seeds ‘%P) 


Planting seeds is lots of fun— 

We make a place for every one! 

First we spade and rake and hoe 

To break the ground so seeds will 
grow. 

We place them in a shallow row 

And cover them with dirt, just so. 

Then we wait for sun and rain 

And soft warm winds to blow 
again. 

This is the way, dear God, we 
know, 

We work with You so seeds can 
grow. 


A Morning Prayer ‘?J) 


I thank Thee for the morning sun, 
And for the birds that sing, 
For the flowers and for the trees, 
And for the wondrous Spring. 


I thank Thee for the lovely rain 
That comes to make things grow, 
For these I’m truly thankful, Lord, 

And I want to tell you so. 
—Jane S. Nichols 


For 


—Jessie B. Garlantl 


| Planting Song [K] 


tiny seeds so soft and brown, Where they may 


Theme: Planting Seeds 


The Garden (5 P) 


Kurt watched his father look- 
ing at the seed catalog. Kurt 
liked to look at the brightly colored 
pictures of flowers, fruit, and 
vegetables, too. 

“*It’s about time we ordered our 
seed,’’ Father said one evening. 

“*Yes,’’ Mother agreed, ‘‘it soon 
will be time to plant the seed.’’ 

‘“When will that be?’’ Kurt 
asked. 


‘“When the days are sunny and 
warm,’’ Father answered. 

Each morning Kurt would ask, 
““Ts it going to be sunny and warm 
today ?’’ 

One fine spring morning Father 
said, ‘‘Time to dig up the garden 
bed today.’’ He and Kurt went 
to the garage to get shovels and 
hoes. Father dug the soil with his 
big shovel. Kurt broke up the 
dirt with his little one. 

Mother came out with a rake. 
“‘T’ll rake this ground soft and 
smooth,’’ she said as she went to 
work. 

Father, Kurt, and Mother 
worked all morning. It was hard 
work. It was warm work; but 
it was work they liked. 

‘‘Soon all the seeds will be 
planted,’’ Kurt said. ‘‘Then we’ll 
be through!’’ 

‘“No,’’ Father answered. ‘‘God 
has a part in a good garden, and 
we have a part. God created the 
soil, the sun, and the rain. We 
must hoe, weed, spray, and culti- 
vate. Working together, our gar- 
den will grow and produce.’’ And 
that is just what happened! 


grow. 


From At Church with Three-Year-Olds. Copyright, 1954, The Bethany Press. 


Used by permission. 
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When Do We Start? ‘) 


Larry was interested in spac 
ships and rockets. He read 
about thrust and power and orbit 


When Father reminded him tha 
it was time to plant the garder 
Larry was impatient. ‘‘Gee, Dad, ’ 
he complained, ‘‘why can’t we ski 
the garden this year? There 
plenty of canned and frozen foo 
in the supermarkets. I think ther 
are more important things to d 
than work in a garden!’’ 


Dad was thoughtful. ‘‘ We coul 
‘skip’ the garden, I suppose,’’ h 
said. ‘‘We could buy canned an 
frozen food, which isn’t nearly 
good as that picked fresh from 
garden,’’ he added with a smile 
‘‘But I like to feel that I’m th 
important link in a significan 
project.’ 


Larry’s interest was caught. 
‘*What do you mean?’’ he asked. 

‘‘Well,’’ Dad said, ‘‘this project 
began at creation when God said 
to Adam and Eve, ‘Behold, I have 
given you every plant yielding 
seed which is upon the face of 
the earth, and every tree with seed 
in its fruit; you shall have them 
for food.’ Each generation has 
refined the project so that food 
now has better flavor, texture, and 
size than ever before. If no one 
planted and harvested, fruit and 
vegetables gradually would revert 
to their wild state; soon there 
would be no canned or frozen food. 


‘“Besides,’’? Dad went on, ‘‘I’ve 
always been fascinated by the 
power wrapped up in a little seed. 
Imagine the thrust a young seed- 
ling has to grow through an acorn, 
a peach stone, or around a rock! 
I like to think that I’m working in 
a process—an orbit, if you please— 
that reaches back to the dawn of 
mankind and will continue as long 
as the earth stands. It links me 
with all the past, and at the same 
time, with the future.’’ 

There was silence for a moment; 
then Larry, eyes shinning, asked 
‘‘When do we start?’’ 
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The Rain ‘%P) 


Patty stood at the window and 
vatched the rain. ‘‘It’s raining, 
’s raining,’’ she sang. 
Peter came to stand beside her. 
‘I don’t want it to rain,’’ he said. 
‘I want to play outside.’’ 
Mother joined the children. 
‘Look at the way the rain runs in 
iny streams down the window- 
npane,’’ she suggested. ‘‘Look at 
ow the raindrops bounce when 
they hit the sidewalk.”’ 
_ “What else happens when it 
rains?’’ Peter asked. 

“Watch and see if you can find 
put, Mother answered. 
The children watched. ‘‘The 
sars leave marks on the street,’’ 
Peter said. 

*«: “*Sometimes the rain comes down 
straight; sometimes it slants; 
sometimes it whirls,’’ Patty said. 


“‘God plans for rain to water . 


the earth,’’ Mother said. 
“‘Tt’s raining,’’ Peter sang, and 
Patty sang with him. 
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Theme: Rain second week 


ES 9 CY ES LESS 
Spring’s Patterns ‘) 


Spring is just a patchwork quilt 
Of wide blue skies and showers, 
Of grasses green and flowers bright, 
Of dark and sunny hours. 


Spring is like a melody 
With singing birds and bees, 
With raindrops falling on the roof, 
And rustling grass and trees. 


Spring is just the perfect way 
God answers winter’s. prayer. 

And all the lovely things we see 
Prove God is everywhere. 


 ~T—=xmnwo= 


—Marian Russell 
God Knows Our Needs ‘%P) 


When rain comes falling from the clouds 
I like to be indoors, 

But blossoms hold their faces up 
No matter how it pours. 


God knows the needs of everything, 
This fact is very plain; 
He gives to me a friendly roof 
And gives the flowers some rain. 
—Florence Pedigo Jansson* 


1Reprinted from Hearthstone for March, 1956. 


Prayer 


Dear God, we know that rain 
is needed for all forms of life. 
Help me to remember this when 
rain interferes with something I 
want to do. Help me to be glad 
for all the blessings that water can 
bring. Amen. 


A Bible Poem 


“‘Behold, God is great, and we 
know him not; 
the number of his years is un- 
searchable. 
For he draws up the drops of 
water, 
he distils his mist in rain 
which the skies pour down, 
and drop upon man abun- 
dantly. , 
Can any one understand the 
spreading of the clouds, 
the thunderings in his pa- 
vilion? 
Behold, he scatters his light- 
ning about him, 
and covers the roots of the 
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sea. 
—Job 36 :26-30 


To Think About ‘?) 


Read the Bible poem in the cen- 
ter column. What pictures come 


to your mind when you read or 


hear the words? How do you feel 
about God because of these pictures 
or words? 

Do the wonders of nature cause 
you to think about God’s great- 
ness? If so, do you pray a silent, 
or spoken, prayer of thanks and 
appreciation for them? 

God’s laws still are being dis- 
covered. These, too, can make us 
say, as did the psalmist, ‘‘Behold, 
tod is great, and we know him 
not; the number of his years is 
unsearchable!’’ 

If you were to put that verse 
in your own words, what would 
you say? Try to do it; try several 
different ways of saying it. Per- 
haps you will say something like 
this: 

“‘Behold, God is great, and we 

do not know all of his laws; 

the number of his wonders is 
unsearchable.”’ 
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third week 


wae de ee 
—Luoma Photos 


The Wind ‘®) 


Charlie was helping Joe get 
ready for bed. Joe held a shoe in 
one hand. ‘‘What’s that noise?’’ 
he whispered. 

Charlie smiled. 
the wind blowing.’’ 

*‘T don’t like it,’’ Joe said. 

‘It’s moving the limbs of the 
apple tree,’’ Charlie said. ‘‘Re- 
member the bird’s nest I showed 
you? When the limbs move, the 
nest rocks. The wind is rocking 
the robin to sleep!’’ 

“‘Oh,’’ Joe said, and put his 
shoe down. ‘‘What else does the 
wind do?”’ 

Charlie thought for a minute. 
“Tt warms the gardens so that 
the seed will grow. It helps the 
trees to wake up from their long 
winter sleep.’’ 

Joe laughed. 
sleep,’’ he said. 

‘‘Sure they do,’’ Charlie said, 
‘“When winter comes, the trees 
look dead. But they aren’t; they 
are just asleep. When the warm 
spring winds blow, the trees know 
it is time to wake up!”’ 

““Why?’’ Joe asked. 

“It is part of God plan for 
spring,’’ Charlie said. 


‘*That’s just 


“Trees don’t 
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' treetops. 


Flying Kites (J) 

Jack and Jamie were out on the 
hilltop flying their kites. 

‘‘Look at her go!’’ Jamie said 
as his kite sailed high over the 
‘‘She looks like a bird, 
doesn’t she?’’ 

Jack nodded. ‘‘All things that 
fly take advantage of the air cur- 
rents and resistance to them,’’ he 
said. ‘‘I want to be an engineer, 
so I’ve read a lot about that.’’ 

‘‘Well,’’ Jamie answered, ‘‘I 
don’t intend to be an engineer, and 
I haven’t read anything about air 
currents or resistance or anything. 
I just enjoy God’s world.’’ 

If we are to get the most from 
life, we need to have some knowl- 
edge about our world. Apprecia- 
tion is even more important. We 
need to recognize the One who 
ereated the world with its orderly 
laws, but we also need to express 
our appreciation for them. Try 
to say, in prayer, what you feel, 
or use the prayer printed here: 


Dear God, we are glad that we 
ean depend upon the orderly proce- 
esses of nature. Thank you for 
our world. Amen. 


- and once my teacher said, 


A Bible Verse 


The wind blows to the south, 
and goes around to the north. 
round and round goes the wind 
and on tts circwts the wine 
returns. 


—Kceelesiastes 1: 


Robin (K,P.J) 


I saw a robin fly, 
I heard a robin sing, 


‘‘When robins come, it’s spring.’ 


So now I think when God 
Sends sunny warmth and cheer, 
He sends the robins, too, 

To say that spring is here. 


—Florence Pedigo Jansso 


Thank You for Springtime ‘“P) 


Thank you, God, for springtime, 
For sun and wind and showers, 
For blossoms on the apple trees, 
And tiny budding flowers. 


—Claire B. Saalbach 


In the Spring ‘?J) 


How wonderful are budding trees; 

How wonderful each gentle breeze; 

How wonderful the fresh green 
sod; 

How wonderful their Maker, God! 


—Tara Teagan’ 


1Reprinted from Hearthstone, 


April, 
1954 


It Is Spring ‘?) 


Dear God, I took a walk today, 
And this is what I found: 


A little yellow dandelion 
Peeping from the ground; 

A tree with tiny baby leaves; 
And this I liked the best— 

I watched a brown bird building 
A snug and cozy nest. 


Dear God, I liked your wore to- 
day, 
It made me want to sing; 
I thank you for these lovely things 
That tell me it is spring. 
—Margaret Clemens* 


1From Story World, copyright 1950, 


by the American Baptist Publication 
Society. Used by permission. 
HEARTHSTONE 


Happy Springtime ‘*) 
Mother loved to sing. She sang 
, herself as she worked about the 
puse. She sang to the children. 
‘This morning it was Gary who 
as singing as he looked at the 
“ight sunshine. ‘‘Happy, happy 
yringtime,’’ he sang lustily. 
Mother smiled. ‘‘It is a happy 
orning, isn’t it?’’ she asked. 
Gary stopped singing. “‘Why 
o we feel so good some mornings, 
ke this?’’ he asked. 

“‘T guess it’s because we feel 
ne springtime in the air, and 
hat is a happy time of year.’ 
‘Why is it?’’ Gary asked. 
‘Because the new life makes us 
lad,’’ Mother answered. 
«What new life?” 
“Oh, the birds building nests 
or their babies; the tiny new 
yeen leaves beginning to grow 
m bushes and trees, the crocuses 
nd other flowers coming through 
he ground,’’ Mother said. ‘‘All 
hese things remind me of God’s 
ylan for spring, and I’m glad.’’ 
‘Happy, happy springtime,”’ 
Yary sang. He was glad, too. 


Thank You, God ‘P.J) 


Thank you, dear God, that I can 
/ see 

The purple of the lilac tree; 
Blue mountains with their misty 
height 

. And the star jewels of the night. 


Thank you for Bob White 
whistling clear, 

For all the lovely sounds I hear, 
And little frogs whose chorusing 
_ Brings me the very sound of 

spring. 
—Dorothy Walter 


| Thank You for Spring («P) 
hank you, Father, for the spring, 
For fat buds and crocus flowers 


d the happy sunny hours 
en the little birds all sing. 


hank you for the buds that show 

the rows of daffodils 

d for green that paints the hills 

d for making tulips grow. 
—Helen Howland Prommel’ 


1From Juniors, copyright, 1951 by the 
Ba orp Publication Society. 
on. 


Theme: New Life 


ns 


A Bible Verse 


“‘Look at the fig tree, and all 
the trees; as soon as they come 
out in leaf, you see for yourselves 
and know that the summer is al- 


ready near.”’ 
—Luke 21:29-30. 


A Table Grace 


Around the morning table, Lord, 
We offer up a prayer: 

‘“‘Thank You, for this early meal, 
And all Your loving eare.’’ © 


—Ollie James Robertson 


A Litany 


For all the joys of springtime, 
Accept our thanks, O God. 

For your orderly laws that bring 
the changing seasons with their 
special beauty, 
We thank you, God. 

For the time of planting seeds, 
We praise thee, O God. 

For the gentle rains that water 
the earth, 
We praise thee, O God. 

For the soft winds that awaken 
the sleeping earth, 
We praise thee, O God. 

For new life that comes to earth 
and tree, 
We praise thee, O God. 

For the promise of summer that 
springtime brings, 
Accept our thanks, O God. 

Make us aware of all these bless- 
ings; 
Accept our thanks, O God. 


Mabel N. McCaw 


Happy, Happy Springtime 


fourth week 


The Time of Singing ‘*) 


Junior choir practiced after 
school on Wednesday. The boys 
and girls were on their way to 
the church. 

“Tt is so nice I hate to think 
of going inside!’’ Kathy said. 

‘‘Let’s skip practice and play 
ball,’’ Ted suggested. No one said 
anything for a few minutes. 

‘“‘But Mr. Bates will be there, 
and expecting us. We can’t let 
him down,’’ Larry said. 

There was a big sigh, and some- 
one said, ‘‘Yeah!”’ 

‘‘Hello, there’? Mr. Bates 
greeted them. ‘‘I wouldn’t have 
blamed you if you had stayed out 
in such lovely weather. But I’m 
glad you came. Here is some new 
music.’’ He played and sang, 
‘‘Lo, the winter is past, 

the rain is over and gone. 

The flowers appear on the earth, 
the time of singing has come, 

and the voice of the turtledove 
is heard in our land.’’ 

The boys and girls began to 
sing. The new anthem was beauti- 
ful, and yet it was easy, too. They 
sang with understanding and pleas- 
ure. They knew what the words 
meant, for they had felt as had 
the writer. Because they knew, 
they enjoyed the singing. 

‘‘T’m glad we went to practice,”’ 
Sharon said on the way home. ‘‘In 
a way, it was just as nice as the 
weather !’’ 

‘«The time of singing,’’ someone 
said. ‘‘That’s why we are glad!”’ 


bf 


Maxine G. McCaw 


Hap - py, hap - py Spring 


God hes planned the Spring - time With new life 


Bird songs fill the air; 


- time 
é it brings; 


Flowers and trees now bloom with Beau - ty 
o - ver," 


"win - ter time is 


where. 
sings. 


ev - ery 


All of Na - ture 
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by Dorothy 
S. Main 


h 
SUMMER IS COMING. And 
e very thought of summer brings 
breathless, excited feeling of an- 
sipation to your high school 
bung person. Your teen-ager is 
ready looking ahead to summer. 
e has the sure expectation that 
mething ‘‘special’’ is going to 
appen to him through June, July, 
nd August. You are hoping that 
mmething ‘‘special’’ does happen 
> him. You will be glad for it is 
be associated with fun, enjoy- 
ent, travel, work, or whatever 
mmer activities your teen-ager 
ooses, but you also want the 
ing that happens to him to be 
special’’ in the sense that it helps 
im to grow as a person, fulfill his 
otentialities, and relate himself 
nore fully to God as a father and 
> other persons as brothers. 
Among the summertime activi- 
es which can make a real con- 
ibution to your teen-ager’s Chris- 
lan growth, at the same time 
iving him real ‘‘change of pace’’ 
rom his academic life in school, 
e church youth camps, family 
acations and week ends, work 
ound the house, and various 
inds of community service. As 
_ Christian parent, you should be 
srepared to help your teen-ager 
ake up his mind about how he 
ill spend his summer, and then 
o help him make the activities he 
oes choose for these months 
eally contribute to his personal 
ind social growth. 
During this coming summer, 
rour teen-ager might inerease his 
premoniess that he is part of a large 
Jhristian community. He might 
egin to see the church as a com- 
unity of persons who, as they 
ive themselves to God, also give 
hemselves to each other, help each 
her and support each other. He 
ight begin to experience the re- 
lemptive character of God’s com- 
unity. Such an awareness might 
ell result from his attending an 
Intermediate Fellowship Camp or 
1’ Youth Fellowship Conference, 
a going with you and the 
of the household to a church 
amily camp. 
By helping your teen-ager spend 
of his summer in a church 
or conference you could help 


him have many experiences that 
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ean contribute to his growth as a 
person and child of God. He 
would have periods of quiet med- 
itation out in the open in the 
early morning when the world 
seemed fresh and new. He would 
have an opportunity to articulate, 
and make his own, some of the 
high ideals that have been char- 
acteristic of Christians since the 
days of the early church. He 
would have the fun of being with 
other Christians, living with them 
in a Christian environment, study- 
ing with them the implications of 
the gospel. He would enjoy and 
share their hilarious good spirits at 
meal times as they sang fun songs 
like, ‘‘Stack up the dishes where 
you are, stack up the dishes where 
you are; the dishes are so heavy 
and the kitchen is so far, stack up 
the dishes where you are!”’ 

At chureh camp or conference 
your teen-ager would learn that 
Christians can live together, study 
together, worship together, work 
together, and play together, and in 
it all be the happiest and most 
joyous people alive. He would 
have the opportunity to develop 
helpful friendships with other 
young persons, and with Christian 
adults. He would discover - that 
adults as well as teen-agers accept 
him as a person and are glad to 
listen to his ideas. Such contacts 
would inerease your teen-ager’s 
confidence and help him become 
aware that his ideas are worth 
sharing with others. 

During a week at church camp 
or conference your teen-ager would 
develop close friendships with 
other young persons his age and 
involve himself with them in com- 
munity living that involved give- 
and-take, and required each indi- 
vidual always to work at doing his 
best and being his best self. 

Yes, these are some of the ex- 
periences that you can make pos- 
sible to your teen-ager just by 
sending him to a church camp or 
conference, or by taking him to a 
church family camp. These are 
experiences which make it possible 


_ for something ‘‘special”’ to happen 


to him. 

Very likely, you will find that 
your church is anxious to help 
you provide such experiences for 


your teen-ager. Churches are 
aware of what camp and confer- 
ence can mean to young people. 
The churches take great pains to 
make young people and their par- 
ents aware of summer camp and 
conference opportunities. They 
work at recruiting young people 
for camp and conference, and gen- 
erally help interested parents work 
out ways of getting their teen-ager 
transported to camp or conference 
and back. Many churches also pay 
some portion of the camping or 
conference fee for each young per- 
son in their congregation. Many 
churches have, also, been budgeting 
funds to help one or two repre- 
sentative families go to family 
camps. 

Let your church tell you what 
the summer opportunities are, and 
what it can do to help. Help 
your teen-ager evaluate all the 
summer opportunities and begin 
now to plan a very ‘‘special’’ sum- 
mer. Encourage him to try to 
work a church camp or conference 
into his summer schedule. 


Take Heart 


‘*Beloved, we are God’s 
children now; it does not 
yet appear what we shall 
be (1 John 3:2). 


Come, lift thine head and 
catch the winds 

That blow from highest 
heaven! 

Thy heart shall sing! 

Thy hope shall wing! 

And Faith perform its 
leaven! 

Cleave not to earth’s 
close-clinging sod! 

Lift up thy soul! 

Take hold on God! 


by Mabel C. Moody 
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The Family's Part in 


I. Your Purpose 


It is hoped that as a result of 
this meeting each family will have 
a new or deeper realization of the 
importance of the family as a de- 
cision-making agency for its mem- 
bers, that will assist them in find- 
ing both support and help in the 
choices which must be made. 


II. Getting Ready for the Meet- 


ing 


1. See that everyone who will be 
at the meeting has an opportunity 
to read the article, ‘‘The Family 
Chooses Its Way,’’ page 3. 

2. Ask each one to think about 
important decisions his family has 
made recently, and to come pre- 
pared to share so that other fami- 
lies may be helped to choose their 
way. 

3. Choose from the various sug- 
gestions below the kind of program 
best suited to your group. Think 
of the types of meetings the group 
has had recently, and try to vary 
the plan. Also, consider what re- 
sources are readily available (film- 
strip, play reading). 


III. Conducting the Meeting 


Probably you will open with a 
short devotional period. Then you 
may follow any one of several 
plans. Conclude your meeting 
with prayer, fellowship, and re- 
freshments. 


1. Talk-Discussion 

As the leader you and a few 
whom you have selected to help 
you can present the main points 
of the article, as well as other 
material from the books suggested 
under ‘‘Resourees.’’? Follow this 
with an open discussion on such 
questions as: What decisions are 
common to most families? Which 
are family decisions and why? 
Which are individaul decisions and 
why? What standards will the 
Christian family use in reaching 
decisions? Probably you will want 
to list important points on a black- 
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Decisions 


board or on a large sheet of paper. 
You may take the closing five 
minutes to summarize the discus- 
sion. 


2. Buzz Groups 


This is probably the best way to 
make sure that no one dominates 
the discussion and that all have 
a chance to participate. Form 
groups of from five to six people. 
Let each group choose a moderator 
and a recorder. Allow about fifteen 
minutes for each group to dis- 
cuss the questions listed under No. 
1. The moderator presents each 
question and calls upon members 
of each group, or they may volun- 
teer. The recorder takes notes on 
what the group decides in answer 
to each question. At the end of 
fifteen minutes, the buzz groups 
come together, and each modera- 
tor or recorder reports on his 
eroup’s thinking when you eall 
upon him. Then help the whole 
eroup to summarize its thinking. 


3. A Filmstrip 


Use the filmstrip, Democracy Is 
Home Made. This takes eighteen 


minutes, and is the story of how 


the Gay Family sets out to practice 
its beliefs and to become an in- 
spiration and example to other 
families. After the filmstrip, lead 
a discussion on why a home which 
shows the democratic spirit is one 
which helps the family and its 
members to make wise decisions. 


4. A Play Reading 

Tomorrow Is a Day, by Nora 
Stirling, is a 30-minute play about 
parents who want their teen-age 
children to have self-confidence, 
yet are puzzled as to how to bring 
it about. The cast includes 10 per- 
sons. Parts are read rather than 
memorized. If those taking part 
are experienced in this sort of 
thing and good readers, they prob- 
ably ean be ready in two rehear- 
sals. An inexperienced cast would 
doubtless need as many as six re- 
hearsals, to do a good job. After 


the play reading, make use of 
questions printed at the end of 
play, and other questions from 
- 


Another play by Nora Stirl¥ 
The Daily Special, has only § 


flicts of interest, yet the rightsi 
all members are given consid@ 
tion in finding a solution. | 
would be excellent if your grq@ 
is made up largely of parents 
junior and senior high you 
people. | 


IV. Resources 
Books: 


Beasley, Christian. Democracy 
the Home. New York: Associati 
Press, 1954. $3.50. Especia 
Chapters 2, 3, and 4. 

Maynard, Donald M. Your Ho 
Can Be Christian. 
Abingdon Press, 1952. $2. HK 
pecially Chapters 5 and 6. 


Filmstrip: 


Democracy is Home Made. Ren 
al $2.50. Secure from your nea 
est denominational film library. 


Plays: | 


Tomorrow Is a Day, No 
Stirling : 

The Daily Special, Nora Stirlin 

$1.25, single copy; producin 
packet of 5 copies, $5. Send eas 
or check with order to Huma 
Relations Aids, 1790 Broadway 
New York 10, N. Y. 


Pamphlets: 


‘Christian Teaching Begins <¢ 
Home,’’ free, from Department « 
Adult Work and Family Life, 17 
Chestnut St., Philadelphia 3, P: 

‘‘Helping Your Children Fon 
Christian Standards,’’ 4 cents eacl 
from your denominational Depar 
ment of Adult Work and Famil 
Life, or the Office of Publicatio 
and Distribution, National Cour 
cil of Churches, 475 Riversid 
Drive, New York 27, N. Y. 
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Your Purpose 


Tt is hoped that as a result of 
s meeting each family will have 
better understanding of how to 
leet some of the common prob- 
ms which face families today, 
nd to reach decisions based on 
bristian standards. 


I. Getting Ready for the Meeting 


'1. Make sure that everyone has 
pad the article, ‘‘The Family 
Ihooses Its Way,’’ page 3. You 
ay wish to distribute copies of 
ie books by Beasely, Maynard, or 
Vynn to those who have more 
me for reading. (See Resources 

the end of this article and at 
ne end of the meeting plans for 
‘The Family’s Part in De- 
isions.’’) 

2. Select from the various sug- 
lestions given below the one which 
vill be best for your group, and 
ake the necessary preparations 
lor carrying it out. 


II. Conducting the Meeting 
After a brief devotional, you 
ay follow any one or a combina- 

ion of these procedures for your 

neeting: 


1. Discussion 
- Present to your group a number 
f family or individual decisions 
hat might be considered and let 
he group choose one for discus- 
ion. Then divide into buzz 
yroups of not more than ten 
seople. Each group is to discuss 
now the family might talk in coun- 
»il together to reach a decision on 
chis problem, or how the family 

ight counsel a family member 
who is about to make an individual 


Jecision. After about fifteen min- . 


ites, the smaller groups may join 
together. Each group should 
spend about five minutes making 
is report. Then the entire group 


The Family Faces Decisions 
(See ‘‘The Family Chooses Its Way,’’ page 3) 


may choose the best plan to follow 
in reaching this decision. 


2. Role playing 


As the leader you may describe 
a typical family problem and then 
eall on members of your group to 
represent the different. members 
of a family and to dramatize spon- 
taneously how a family might 
reach a decision. If you have 
time, several groups may play the 
family role. After the role play- 
ing, the group ean discuss the 
wisdom of the decision and the 
way it was reached, or suggest 
other possible ways of reaching 
the decision. 


3. Minute Talks 


Ask the group to list some of the 
most important decisions which a 
family has to face. Write these 
down on the board or paper. Then 
eall on different members of the 
group (who have been asked to 
do this) to talk briefly about some 


-of the resource materials that are 


available to guide the Christian 
family. This would be particu- 
larly helpful if those making the 
presentation could speak from per- 
sonal experience after using such 
resources in reaching decisions in 
their families. 


4. A Play Reading 


One of the two plays suggested 
for the first study meeting might 
be used, followed by discussion on 
the wisdom of the way the de- 
cision was reached. 


5. A Filmstrip 


Use the filmstrip, Democracy Is 
Home Made, followed by discus- 
sion. 

Whatever plan is followed for 
your program, the meeting should 
close with prayer, fellowship, and 
refreshments. 


IV. Resources 
Books: 


Wynn, J. C., How Christian 
Parents Face Family Problems. 
Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 
1955. $2.50. 

Gebhard, Anna Laura, Holidays 
and Holy Days. Nashville, Ten- 
nessee: Abingdon Press, 65 cents. 


Pamphlets: 


Life Adjustment Booklets, 50¢ 
each, from Science Research As- 
sociates, Inc., 57 W. Grand Ave., 
Chicago 10, Ill. Also available in 
most denominational bookstores: 


‘‘A Guide for Family Living’”’ 
“How to Live With Parents’’ 
‘‘Choosing Your Career’’ 
‘‘Getting Along With Brothers 
and Sisters’’ 
‘‘Should You Go to College?’’ 
‘‘Looking Ahead to Marriage’’ 
‘‘How to Solve Your Problems’’ 
‘“‘How to Increase Your Self- 
Confidenee”’ 


Public Affairs Pamphlets, 25¢ 
each, less in quantities of 10 or 
more. 22 EK. 38th Street, New 
York 16, N. Y. Also available in 
most denominational bookstores: 


‘‘Keeping Up With Teen-agers’’ 

“Tf I Marry Outside My Re- 
ligion”’ 

‘“‘Democracy Begins 
Home’’ 

“Tf IT Marry a Roman Catholie,”’ 
available for 10¢ from your de- 
nominational Department of Adult 
Work and Family Life, or the 
Office of Publication and Distribu- 
tion of the National Council of 
Churehes, 475 Riverside Drive, 
New York 27, N. Y. 

Know Your Teen-agers, Duvall. 
20¢ from your denominational 
bookstore or the nearest Methodist 
Publishing House. 


an the 
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Christian Family Worship 


THIS IS THE first of two meet- 


ings, suggestions for which are 
based upon the study article in 
this issue of Hearthstone. If your 
group follows these regularly, you 
probably have a procedure estab- 
lished for selecting leaders and 
making plans for the meeting of 
parents. Those who are to pro- 
mote attendance through advance 
notices to interested persons should 
receive their assignments well in 
advance of the day of meeting. 
Postcards, telephone calls, per- 
sonal invitations, and ear pools 
will help obtain a good attend- 
ance. Attractive posters and no- 
tices in all church papers, city 
newspapers, and_ neighborhood 
papers will encourage people to 
come to the meeting. The effort 
required to get a good attendance 
is considerable usually but ab- 
sentees do not profit very much, 
however good the program may 
have been. 


Advance Preparation 


Each one who is expected to 
attend should be encouraged to 
give some thought to family wor- 
ship before the meeting. Ask each 
person to read the study article 
ahead of time. Suggest certain 
chapters in Christian Worship by 
Families (Richard E. Lentz) for 
persons of different ages so that 
the idea of graded family worship 
may already be in mind. 

In addition those who are plan- 
ning to attend the meeting may be 
asked to experiment with different 
types of family worship and report 
their reactions to the group during 
the meeting. 

A display of family worship 
materials will add to the value of 
your meeting. Such a display may 
include printed materials, pictures, 
recordings, religious symbols and 
articles for family construction of 
worship centers for their homes. 

Leaders, of course, have special 
preparation to make for their as- 
signments. The program sugges- 
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tions imply three different leaders; 
social activities leader, devotional 
leader, and discussion leader. 


Social Activities need not be ex- 
tensive but the time is well spent 
when used in getting people ac- 
quainted and in creating a 
friendly, honest climate for dis- 
cussion. Proper identification tags 
of some sort help. So, too, will 
personal greetings by a welcoming 
couple. Several table games may 
be available for early arrivals. A 
group game may be played after 
all are present. The displays may 
be open for examination at this 
time. 


Devotional Service. This por- 
tion of the meeting is optional, in 
a sense, for some groups will think 
it is a duplication, if their meet- 
ing follows or directly precedes a 
church worship service. However, 
this meeting particularly would 
seem to require a personal experi- 
ence of worship in addition to the 
discussion of worship. The meet- 
ing might conelude with a ten- 
minute informal sharing of experi- 
ences, climaxing with a group 
litany, or prayer. An appropriate 
hymn is ‘‘For the Beauty of the 
Earth’’ or a soloist might sing 
‘‘The Lord’s Prayer.’’ A serip- 
ture reading which is related to 
the discussion is: Luke 11:1-13. 
Litanies on worship are to be 
found in Christian Worship—A 
Hymnal and other hymnbooks. 


Preparing for group discussion 
is necessary for good results. Ap- 
point a leader who can prepare 
himself before the meeting. He 
will wish to read the study article, 
of course, but he will find the en- 
tire book, Christian Worship by 
Families, related to his discussion 
plans. After his reading he may 
wish to draw up a tentative dis- 
cussion outline and a plan to get 
good group participation. 

If a film or filmstrip is to be 
used, the leader certainly will wish 


to preview it carefully eff 
using it. Arrangements sho 
be made with a projectionist wh 
planning to use audio-visual 
terials. The sound filmstrip, Fa 
ily Worship from the Christ 
Home and Family Life Kit (Fa 
ily Filmstrips, Ine.) has an 
cellent discussion plan built i 
the filmstrip and script. 


The Program of the Meeting 


1. Social activities as outline 
to create a friendly group. 

2. Devotional period as outline 
to set the tone for discussion ( 
to conclude the discussion). 

3. Discussion of Family Woy 
ship. | 


Purpose—This discussion is n 
to deepen the sense of guilt @ 
frustration of the parents becaus 
of their present difficulties wit 
family worship but rather to hel 
them define worship in the far 
ily-setting and to provide usab 
patterns of worship for them t 
adapt in their homes. 


Discussion Development—Reas 
to your group the italicized state 
ments on page 6 of Christian Wor 
ship by Families. Ask your grou 
to react. Allow ten minutes fo 
this. If you are using the film 
strip Family Worship show it a 
this point, emphasizing the discus 
sion questions contained in th 
scripture. If you plan to use ¢ 
panel, have several persons tell o: 
their most helpful family worshiy 
experience. After this sharing le 
the whole group participate. Al 
low 20 minutes for this. A: 
leader, summarize with sugges 
tions from the group. 

What are the common elements 
in our experiences as we have de 
seribed them ? 

What did this worship mean in 
our family? 

Can such experiences be planned 
ahead of time? 

When does a family ‘worshi 
God? 
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|) THIS IS THE second of two 
1eetings which are suggested for 
Tearthstone readers using the 
onthly study articles. You prob- 
bly have planning procedures al- 
ready worked out and committee 
ssignments made. 

It is not necessary to repeat the 
ideas mentioned in the first meet- 
ng suggestions, although many of 
hem are as applicable to this 
meeting as to the former one. 


Advance Preparation 


Again it is urged that each per- 
son be asked to read the study 
icle, particularly the portion 
which describes the services of the 
hurech to families. The group 
may be asked to list the services 
of the church which have been 
particularly helpful to them. One 
person might be asked to read and 
‘report on: Home and Church 
‘Working Together, by W. Neill 
Hart. Another member of the 
group may be assigned responsi- 
pility of getting all the Christian 
education materials for the home 
as listed in Plans and Materials 
for Christian Family Life Educa- 
tion. Your pastor and director of 
| Christian education (or chairman 
of the Christian education com- 
mittee) will be glad to speak 
briefly of the goals of the ehureh 
for family life. Give them time 
; to prepare. 
Social Activities should be 
“planned again to create a friendly 
_ spirit. If there are parents who are 
~ not familiar with the church build- 
"ing a tour may be arranged before 
the meeting. Displays may be ar- 
ranged throughout the church 
- Devotional Period. A hymn or 


a Cre 


The Family and the Church 


Program Suggestions for Parents’ Classes or Discussion Groups 


two supplemented with a Bible 
reading and informal prayer will 
provide the proper spiritual tone 
for this meeting. The Church’s 
One Foundation and Faith of Our 
Fathers are good hymns to use. 
A brief scripture passage to read 
is: Romans 10:14-17. Prayers 
from the church hymnal or infor- 
mal, original ones may be used. 


Preparing for the Discussion. 
Someone should have responsi- 
bility to serve as leader for the 
meeting, especially the discussion 
aspects. He will contact the other 
program participants and give 
them guidance. In addition to the 
study article he will find helpful 
J. C. Wynn’s, Pastoral. Ministry 
to Families and Family Infe Pro- 
gram for Christian Churches by 
Richard E. Lentz. 


The Program of the Meeting 


1. Social Activities as planned 
(suggestions in meeting outline for 
“Christian Family Worship’’). 

2. Devotional period as outlined. 

3 Discussion: The Family and 
the Church. 


Purpose—This discussion is not 
to focus on the criticisms or weak- 
nesses of either family or church 
but rather to emphasize their com- 
mon Christian commitment and 
ways that they may help each 
other to perform their respective 
roles in Christian worship and 
nurture. 

Discussion Development—Have 
your group list on a blackboard or 
flip chart, ways in which their 
family life had benefited from par- 
ticipation in the church. (They 
will have been asked to think 
about this in advance.) Small 


groups may be formed to permit 
broader sharing if the total group 
is large. Groups will report for 
the listing mentioned earlier. 

Present your pastor and the per- 
son responsible for your Christian 
education program. Let each 
speak briefly of the objectives or 
goals of the church in its approach 
to families. 

Several parents may speak at 
this point about the family’s re- 
sponsibilities for church participa- 
tion. The five ministries men- 
tioned in the study article make 
good criteria. You may assign 
five parents to present the side of 
the family in sharing with the 
church, each parent using one 
ministry: missions, evangelism, 
education, and so forth. 

Following their presentation, 
lead the whole group in discussing 
the family’s responsibility for the 
church program. They may wish 
to list ways in which families may 
be expected to support the ehureh 
program. One group came out 
with a list of twenty-five ways in 
which families serve the church. 
They mentioned financial eontribu- 
tions, of course, but minimized 
that phase. More significant, they 
felt, were family prayers for the 
church and its leaders, use of the 
home for church meetings, volun- 
tary leadership of family members 
in church projects, and family 
public relations for their church. 

The leader will summarize, re- 
peating again the purpose and 
point of view: God has assigned 
the care and nurture of growing 
persons to church and family. 
How may they work together in 
fairness to both, in faithfulness to 
persons and God? 
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Our Best Day 


—Harmon 
WE “KEEP THE SAB- 
BATH” and we like it. I am 


tired of sympathetic and amused 
glances because the way we in- 
terpret our religion forbids us to 
harvest our crops on Sunday or 
keeps me from cooking a mon- 
strous meal for my family, then 
slaving in the dishpan for an hour. 
Why does everyone feel it’s such 
a privilege to work on Sundays? 
We think it would be a drudgery. 

Because we are self-employed, it 
is up to us to decide whether to 
‘‘keep the sabbath.’’ For most 
people the boss, the union, or even 
the state law decides whether the 
business operates on Sunday. 
More than likely the answer is 
“‘knock off on both Saturday and 
Sunday.’’ Beeause we boss our- 
selves, we have to decide our own 
hours. For the most part we have 
decided that Sunday is a time to 
worship God and have a good time. 

Notice we don’t say Sunday is a 
day to be spent in quiet dullness. 
Jesus said, ‘‘The sabbath was 
made for man, not man for the 
sabbath.’’ I think he wants us 
to enjoy our day of rest. We use 
Sunday as a time to visit friends, 
skate or swim, go boating, enjoy a 
day trip, or just plain loaf. First 
of all, though, we use it as a day 
of worship. 

My husband is a farmer and 
I’m a writer-housewife and we 
could easily tell ourselves that if 
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by Janet Hall 


we worked seven days instead of 
six, we would make more money. 
Maybe we would, but we have 
noticed that the farmers who work 
the seventh day are no better off 
and sometimes worse off than we 
are. I have no way of checking 
on other writers. Housewives who 
elean and wash and iron seven 
days a week suffer from the stulti- 
fying influence of all work and 
no rest and play. 

We grow peas and beans fora 
large frozen food company and are 
paid by grade. We have been 
told that one day can make a tre- 
mendous difference in the grade 
during the hot and humid weather 
which ripens vegetables quickly. 
Peas, especially, harden if not 
harvested the day they are ready. 
In all the years my husband and 
his father have grown peas and 
beans, they have yet to harvest on 
Sunday. They have one of the 
best grading records among the 
company’s contractors! So Sun- 
days off loses you money? We 
don’t think so. 

During the busy season, it 
would seem a blessing to have an 
extra day in the week. Eight days 
would not seem nearly enough! 
Surely that seventh day would 
keep our work up to date. An 
extra piece of ground could be 
plowed, a field could be sprayed, 
hay could be baled. Oh, a farmer 
ean accomplish a lot in a day, but 
we seem to accomplish as much in 


six as our Sunday-working friend 
and neighbors accomplish in seve 
I believe God ;blesses those wh 
“‘keep the sabbath’’ with efficie 
work habits that allow them t 
get their work done and have 
day to spare. 

‘‘T am just as happy working 
Sure, I could get my work don¢ 
in six days, but I am not one td 
sit idle.’’ This is an argumen 
heard often. Usually we jus 
smile and confess that perhaps we 
are a little lazier than most people 

Perhaps this is the most pitif 
excuse of all for working on Sun 
day. Greed is not an admired 
characteristic, but ofttimes a fam- 
ily has a real need for money and 
the breadwinner feels he is doing 
right in trying to earn as much 
as he can. When a person admits, 
however, that he can not live with 
himself unless he is busy, busy, 
busy, we kind of feel sorry for 
him. Doesn’t he know how to re- 
lax? Doesn’t he have anything on 
his mind but work? Has he no 
other interests? Doesn’t a book, 
a trip for dinner, and sightseeing 
in town interest him? Doesn’t he 
like to walk, ice skate, or swim? 
Doesn’t he like to do anything 
other than work? I have a feeling 
God gave us one day to find our- 
selves as well as him. 

These people deserve our pity, 
not our condemnation. We all 
grow old and must someday face 
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time when there will be little 
‘no work to do. Sunday is a 
e for us to pursue hobbies, to 
elop our relationships with 
er people, to grow spiritually 
d.socially. It is a time to learn 
at there is more to life than just 
rking and it is a time to get 
know ourselves better. 
We think of Sunday as a time 
restore our minds and bodies. 
ur days are busy. In the sum- 
r, I am busy outside and inside 
d manage a daily stint at the 
My husband works 


e months and steadily, but at a 


ower pace, during the winter. 
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We need time to restore ourselves. 
I need time to think of some- 
thing besides cooking, cleaning, 
canning, and freezing. I need 
time to feel free to pick up a maga- 
zine and read something light and 
not feel I should be at the type- 
writer. My husband needs time 
to spend with our child, to rest his 
body, to do something different, 
and to use a different set of men- 
tal as well as physical muscles. 

Is this time wasted? Of course, 
it isn’t. We don’t look upon Mon- 
day as blue Monday. To us Mon- 
day is a day when you feel re- 
freshed and eager to get back into 
harness. We are glad to start a 


new week and anxious to work. 

Sundays at our house are pleas- 
ant and festive. The bustle to get 
ready for church, the quiet and 
wonderful period of worship, the 
talk afterward with friends, the 
quick lunch, the afternoon activi- 
ties, and the pleasant Sunday 
evenings all make us look forward 
to Sunday as a very special day. 
We feel we would be cheating our- 
selves as well as God if we did 
something as workaday as plowing 
or scrubbing a floor on such a 
special day. The Lord gave us 
this day to worship and restore 
ourselves—only the foolish turn 
down this wonderful gift. 
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Biblical mountain ---------- 


Four scores 2 See 
A thousand thousand -~------- 


Separate into shares -------- 


The tapering end of anything 


Any withering disease of 
plants 


Vacation ------------------ 


An instant ---------------- 


‘Straps for driving horses ---- 


MARCH, 1960 


by Hilda E. Allen 


IBLEGRAM 


Guess the words defined below and write them over their 
Then transfer each letter to the corre- U 


20 102 39 25 29 

63 66 40 55 112 50 

98 1 21 4 32 48 67 
118 44 30 59 76 14 
What made Caruso famous -- | —-———_ —_—— 

Felt sympathy for someone -- | —-———— —-—_ —— 
Home made of snow blocks —- | —_—_ —__ —_ —— 


Move with quick little jerks -- | ____ —__- —__- __ —— 


57 79 42 107 89 78 
qs 22 5 3 53 70 71 
49 116 69 75 8 94 


‘17 88 110 92 26 


O Upper part of a woman’s 


dress 


S As long as ---- 


T Tiresome persons 


The colored 


38 108 31 


77 23 47 


35 106 82 


24 51 87 46 


Ea Bas 
a 


Q To blaze ------ 


Church songs - 


V Uncommon ---- 


33 19 97 37 80 


45 16 115 104 


99 15 61 72 109 


93 100 54 83 


2 96 56 28 85 


64 11117114 6 


60 73 74 111 90 


101 43 103 58 


(Solution on page 30) 
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Andreas Din distributes Gospel Portions to all who buy tea 
at his stall near a bus stop in South India 


HIS IS ANDREAS DIN, formerly a Moham- 

medan priest. Before he became a Christian, 
Andreas was in charge of a large Moslem temple in 
South India. One day, while he was a patient in a 
mission hospital, he overheard an evangelist preach- 
ing in the hospital. The earnestness of the man and 
his message haunted him for days afterwards. An- 
dreas was surprised and pleased when the evangelist 
visited him in the ward and prayed for his recovery. 
He was even more surprised when he learned that 
the evangelist was a former Mohammedan. 

After Andreas was discharged from the hospital, he 
secretly purchased a New Testament. When some of 
the Moslems discovered that their priest was reading 
a New Testament, they drove him out of the city. 

‘The shame and degradation of that experience,’’ 
he said later, ‘‘I could not have borne alone. The 
Lord helped me, even as he promised in his Word.’’ 

After his conversion he boldly returned to the same 


“promises you peace and joy. It is nice to drink te 


Tea House 


Along an 
‘Indian Road 


by Blaise Levai 


—Photo from Author 


city and opened a tea stall. 

Near the tea stall is a railway crossing where 
buses and trucks must stop. While the bus wai 
for the train to pass, ‘‘Tea and the Word of God— 
for 2 annas,’’ he calls as he enters the bus. 

‘“‘This Gospel tells you the secret of life. 


but he who drinketh of his Word shall never thirst. 

The Rev. Ernest Hahn, a missionary worki 
among Mohammedans, states that Andreas sells 4 
Gospel Portions each month. 

Several years ago Andreas married a conve 
They named their first son ‘‘Gift of God.’’ In fait 
the couple works courageously together. 

Occasionally someone in the bus rudely asks A 
dreas: ‘‘How can you possibly do this—you wh 
served us as a Moslem priest? Aren’t you ashamed ?’ 

‘‘Ashamed? No. Iam gloriously happy. I neve 
dreamed life could be so full of joy. I wonder how 
I ever was able to live without Christ. I want yo 
to know him too,’’ he tells his inquirers. : 

As the first missionary convert, Andreas has be- 
come a well-known figure, and is winning the respect 
of the villagers. He is one of the many distributors 
of the Bible Society of India and Ceylon whieh with 
the help of the American Bible Society distributed 
1,297,686 volumes of Scriptures to travelers along the 
Indian road. 

—by permission of the American Bible Society 


Who was the writer of these favorite hymns? 

Find the name in the hymns. 

Place the correct letter in the blank space. 
downward. 


Read 


—OME LET US JOIN 
C—RIST THE LORD IS 
H—RK THE HERALD 


JESUS LOVE— OF MY 


—OVE DIVINE ALL 


COM— THOU 


KNOW YOUR HYMNS 
by Louise D. Phillips 


—ITH ONE ACCORD 
RIS—N TODAY 
ANGEL— SING 
soU— 
_ LOV— EXCELLING 
ALMIGHT— KING 


O FOR A THOU—AND TONGUES TO SING 


The writer’s Naliens: (cee se eee eee 
Let me introduce him to you: 

He was saved from a fire by his nurse when two years old. 
He was taught to read at five. 

He was secretary to General Oglethorpe in the Georgia 
Colony. 
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He was a student at Oxford and worked with his brother 
who became the founder of Methodism. He wrote 4,100 pub- 
lished hymns. For over forty years these two brothers were 
one of the great spiritual agencies of England. 
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wl if you could advise us con- 
erning our nine-year-old girl 
4 seems socially immature. We 


ears old that she had other play- 
nates besides her younger sister, 


‘Tt is disheartening to see an 
ttractive child coming home 
‘om school despondent because 
he is friendless, pushed down, 
ticked, laughed at, or ridiculed. 
The child is intelligent, receives 
ood grades, likes to read, has 
mastered most of the activities 
f children her age such as roller 
ikating, jumping rope, baton 
wirling, and bicycle riding. 
Towever, she has a poor sitting 
posture and poor muscular co- 
ordination; so she is not graceful 
m some of her movements. 
She is aware that something is 
wrong when a friend turns 
gainst her or becomes distant. 
She asks what to do about it. 
On the other hand, if we ask her 
so change some unbecoming act 
or habit, she becomes a conformist 
and refuses to change her ways. 
P occasions, especially those of a 
cial nature, or when she is try- 
ing to be the leader, she develops 
loud, boisterous voice and 
doesn't seem to know how to 
mtrol and use it to suit the 
situation at hand. She is a deep 
thinker but slow in getting 
started. When the children get 
her frustrated, she is likely to 
utter, stammer, and say any- 
but what she means, This is 
when she uses the telephone. 


e if there is only one other 
shild playing with her. Her sis- 
is even taking her friends 


% 
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The child usually gets along. 


away from her because she moves 
so slowly at times. 

I feel we must be failing her as 
parents; the teachers are well 
aware of the situation but do 
nothing about it. How can a 
nine-year-old child go about win- 
ning friends? 


A ALTHOUGH you are quite 
properly concerned about the in- 
ability of your daughter to make 
and retain many different friends, 
there are many others like her who 
get their satisfactions out of one or 
two close friends. While you will 
want to encourage your daughter’s 
development of the social graces 
that win friends, you will also want 
to accept the fact that she may 
never be the popular type that has 
many friends. If you are not too 
disturbed about this, your daugh- 
ter, although lonely at times, 
should be able to adjust fairly 
adequately to one or two close 
friends. 

Provide normal social activities 
for your daughter. Invite the 
friends she has to your home; have 
parties occasionally; perhaps, en- 
courage a group to get interested 
in creative activities. Do not ex- 
pect these activities to make of 
her a ‘‘social butterfly,’’ however. 
She may continue to be a bit ill 
at ease when with others, a feeling 
of insecurity that quite naturally 
reflects itself in a loud voice. The 
more she is in situations like this, 
the more likely she is to learn how 
to get along happily. 

She needs the satisfactions that 


come from having a close friend, 
and by your adroit handling of 
situations, you can, perhaps, make 
sure that she has one or two. If 
the younger daughter seems to 
take away these friends, see to it 
that she is busy someplace else 
when these friends visit the older 
daughter. 

Make certain, too, that you do 
not compare the older and younger 
daughters in their presence. Guide 
them into different activities so 
that they are not competing with 
each other. 

You can _ encourage your 
daughter to develop some creative 
skills that give her a sense of per- 
sonal achievement, and that also 
bring the approval and respect of 
her peers. With reference to her 
poor muscular co-ordination, per- 
haps you should consider giving 
her ballet or tap dancing lessons. 
It is not too unusual for a nine- 
year-old to be somewhat awkward. 

Encourage her to join groups of 
girls of her own age, one of the 
scout groups, for example. Take 
an interest in her church-school 
class and at times have them in 
your own home. 

Finally the public schoolteachers 
should be willing to help you with 
your problem. Find out from 
them why it is that the other chil- 
dren push your daughter and ridi- 
cule her. Get their suggestions as 
to what you can do. If they know 
of your concern perhaps they, too, 
will take more interest in your 
daughter at school and try to find 
ways by which they may help her. 
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MISSIONS—Family Style 
(Continued from page 2) 


daughter of the Navaho interpreter. 
Both were the same age; both held dolls; 
only their skin-color was different. 

You may say—we can’t take an ex- 
tensive trip like that. How about visiting 
a Christian center? Spend a day there, 
watching the various activities, letting 
your children be a part of the group. 
Most centers or city missions are happy 
to have visitors. Be sure, however, to 
make arrangements ahead of time so 
that you will not intrude, unannounced, 
at an inconvenient time. 

Even worshiping in a different type of 
church while on vacation can be reward- 
ing. If you are a city dweller, you will 
be delighted at the warm reception of a 
rural community. If your vacation plans 
lead you into a city, you might find that 
a bilingual church would be most in- 
teresting. If you explain to your chil- 
dren that these people are worshiping 
God, too, although in a different lan- 
guage, they may be helped to understand 
better the faith that crosses all barriers. 

In your own church there are mission 
activities which you can share with your 
children. If a son is studying some par- 
ticular field at Sunday church school, 
talk about it at home. Perhaps there 
will be special offerings to give together. 
Or you may, as a family, pack a box of 
supplies to be added to your church’s 
gift to a missionary. 

Once you start thinking of such proj- 
ects, you will find that missions is, in- 
deed, coming alive for your family. You 
may even find that one day God has 
used this interest to speak to your child 
about service for him.. In any case, you 
will have done your part to show your 
family that every Christian is a mission- 
ary. 


That Certain Some Day 
(Continued from page 8) 


really hadn’t thought about it much 
until you and Daddy talked with me, but 
I suppose you were once young and in- 
terested in all the things that I am 
interested in now, and then suddenly 
you had us—and there you are. But 
I’m glad you still like us too! ’’ 

Lydia felt as if she were of an anti- 
quated generation, but she squeezed 
Greg’s arm and felt the silent mirth 
shaking his body. ‘‘Of course we love 
you, and like you, too, and we like doing 
things as a family best of all. It’s just 
that we need to keep a part of ourselves 
for ourselves so that when you desert us 
we’ll still live. We’ll like you even more 
when we’ve been away awhile—as you 
will us.’’ 

Which was the way it turned out, as 
Lydia knew it would. A few days in 
the city and they were anxious to get 
home again. 

‘*You wouldn’t be getting an acute 
ease of Motheritis,’’ Greg chuckled, when 
she suggested they call the farm on the 
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second night at the very same hotel 
where they had spent their first honey- 
moon. 

‘“Of course not,’’ she scoffed. ‘‘It’s 
just that I wondered about Kim’s cold 
and Timmy’s poison ivy.’’ Then they 
grinned at each other. 

‘‘We COULD go home a day early, 
if you’d like. We’ve had our little 
fling and learned we can still enjoy each 
other’s company.’’ Greg agreed, ‘‘and 
when the children are married and settled 
down, I think we’ll still be able to sur- 
vive and tolerate each other, don’t you?’’ 

Lydia gave him a warm appreciative 
hug. He was so understanding. Per- 
haps from now on they could plan to go 
out to that Little Country Inn occasion- 
ally, just the two of them. The book 
would wait until the children were away 
at school. They would really need some- 
thing constructive to do together then! 

“¢T rather think we’ll be ready when 
that certain Some Day comes,’’ she 
smiled. 


Sammy’s Friend 
(Continued from page 14) 


The other one who stays all the time 
in the park is a squirrel. He is gray and 
lively and bright, and he has a big bushy 
tail. He jumps from branch to branch 
so fast that when the policeman rides 
his bicycle the squirrel, whose name is 
Sammy Scoot, can go even faster. And, 
like Mr. Mann, Sammy has a trouble. 

Now, just living with their troubles 
made Mr. Mann and Sammy a little sad 
even in a pretty park. Their troubles 
were different, but they had the same 
effect. They made those who had them 
unhappy. Sammy’s trouble was as 
long as his fluffy tail, for someone 
might throw a stone or a piece of 
wood and break it. Mr. Mann’s trouble 
was that he might lose his job. 

Then came the dreadful day when 
Sammy’s trouble really came to pass. 
A boy threw a stone that broke Sammy’s 
tail. When Mr. Mann strolled under the 
big oak trees Sammy fell from the tree. 
Mr. Mann saw Sammy fall. He took off 
his white gloves and picked up Sammy. 
He drew his fine handkerchief out of his 
pocket and tore it into strips. Then he 
found two straight twigs and made 
splints for Sammy’s tail. It did not 
look much like the beautiful tail now. 

Sammy felt so sick from his hurt that 
Mr. Mann put him into one of his deep 
pockets to keep him safe and comfort- 
able. For one whole week Sammy stayed 
there. Then he had to keep rather quiet 
for one whole month, until, at last, the 
tail was entirely mended. He was not 
yet feeling his usual lively self when 
Mr. Mann put him back into his treetop. 
But every day at eleven o’clock, Sammy 
came down the tree and went into Mr. 
Mann’s pocket and found nuts and pop- 
corn, 

Soon after Sammy went back to the 
tree Mr, Mann’s trouble began. It came 
so close that Sammy saw it. The trouble 
appeared in the form of two big men 


with eyeglasses and wise looks. Th@ 


Mann often sat. 
newspaper. They looked at flower bed 
and decided that there should be a hu 
dred roses on each bush. After coun 
ing them they found only forty. Theg 
were men who inspected the park anf 
had the power to discharge Mr. Mann ij 
they were dissatisfied with his work. I 
Sammy had known that, he would hav 
been frightened, but being a squirrel hi 
did not know about such things. 

Mr. Mann knew all the ways of suc 
things. He knew just what it meant t 
have people find fault with work. H 
knew it too well, and when he saw th 
wise men he had no time for Sammy 
but Sammy knew it was eleven o’clocl 
and time to be fed. So Sammy dropped 
from the big oak tree right down on M 
Mann’s big blue shoulder and ran inté¢ 
the big blue pocket and began to ea’ 

The wise ones looked Sammy ove 
from head to tail, but Sammy took n@ 
notice. He was hungry! Mr. Mann saw 
all that was going on and did not care 

The wise men began to smile. Onéd 
said, ‘‘A policeman that is that kind 
to a squirrel will be kind to children.’ 

‘“Yes,’’ said the other. ‘‘Mr. Mann 
is one we can trust here. See how that 
squirrel trusts him! ’’ 

When Sammy and Mr. Mann had time 
to look at the wise men again, they say 
smiles on their faces. It did not take 
them long to know that Mr. Mann would 
not lose his job. 

If ever you ride through this park, 
you will see the policeman in a blue coat 
with six brass buttons down the front; 
and away up in the branches of a big 
oak tree you may see a flying fluffy gray 
tail and a squirrel with a quick way. If 
you stop long enough to sit down on 
a park bench, nearer and nearer the 
squirrel will come, until plunk! an acorn 
will fall right on top of your head. Then 
you will glance up. There Sammy will 
be looking down at you with his pretty 
head on one side and his big tail curled 
over one ear—just because Sammy had 
a friend! 


Biblegram Solution 
(Biblegram on page 27) 


SOLUTION: ‘‘I will sing to the 
Lorp as long as I live; I will sing 
praise to my God while I have being. 
May my meditation be pleasing to him, 
for I rejoice in the Lorp’’ (Psalm 104; 
33-34). 


The Words 
A Sinai L_ Holiday 
B_ Eighty M Moment 
C Million N Reins |. 
D_ Divide O Waist 
E Voice P Sole 
F  Pitied Q Flame 
G Point R Gown 
H Igloo S While 
I Jiggle T Bores 
J Blight U Hymns 
K Lariat V Rare 


HEARTHSTONE 


For Adults 


One of the most misunderstood men 

our generation is Martin Niemoeller 
£ Germany. Clarissa Start Davidson, 
n her God’s Man (Ives Washburn, 
Y. Y., 1959, $3.95), says that her two 
yurposes in writing his biography were 
o clear up some of the misunderstand- 
mg and to present a warm, human 
icture of a man who ‘‘ranks with 
eno Schweitzer as a world figure.’’ 


iemoeller, who was Hitler’s personal 
risoner for eight years before and 
ie World War II, is an intense, 
ledicated, fearless, blunt, *‘hang-the- 
onsequences’’ kind of preacher, pas- 
a administrator, and ecumenical 
eader. Not only does this excellent 
iography give a vivid account of 
all the controversy which swirled 
ae his head until now, it also 
richly fills in the picture with lighter 
touches. Niemoeller is also a warm, 
uman, family man as revealed in this 
ory. When Mrs. Niemoeller and a 
visiting pastor were talking about cer- 
ain vicious criminals in the same 
prison which held Niemoeller, the 
youngest son, Jan, spoke with amazed 
discovery, ‘‘Mother, are there bad 
jpeople in prison, too?’’ Be sure to 
read this book, even as a family-read- 
‘it-out-loud-together book. 
' Alice Tisdale Hobart shares the 
warm, moving story of her life in 
Gusty’s Child (Longmans, Green & 
'Co., Inc., 1959, 343 pages, $5). Hav- 
‘ing lived in China, the U. S., and Mex- 
ico and also in three epochs, her life 
‘has been filled with many experiences 
and events. To mention a few, hers 


was a Puritan childhood; a married 
life that helped her to know China in 
‘its medieval customs, 


its increasing 


industrial activities, its communist de- 
mands; a return to the U. S., experi- 
encing the crash of 1929, later, World 
War II; a stay in Mexico and then 
back to the U. S. Throughout the 
autobiography, she faithfully portrays 
the events and times as they were ex- 
perienced. This is, indeed, an un- 
usual autobiography and a most un- 
usual person to become acquainted 
with. 


For Young People 


Serilda brings back the good ole’ 
days for the young teen-agers of to- 
day in Serilda’s Star by Olive Rambo 
Cook (Longmans, Green and Co., Ines 
1959, 176 pages, $2.95). Born in Mis- 
souri, Serilda has the exciting experi- 
ences of piloting a ferryboat, going to 
a one-room school house, and swapping 
a locket for a lame horse. Grand- 
mother, Mother, Pa, and Jeff are in 
for quite a shock when Serilda brings 
the horse home. However, being good 
sports, they all pitch in and help the 
horse to recuperate. Even Pa takes 
his turn in watching the horse the 
first night. In fact, this one experi- 
ence illustrates well, the spirit of to- 
getherness that pervades Serilda’s 
home. 

Anne Emery has written another 
book for older teen-agers entitled 
That Archer Girl (The Westminster 
Press, 1959, 175 pages, $2.95). The 
book begins by stating that ‘‘Anne 
Archer was a Girl Who Had Every- 
thing.’’ Everything is spelled out as 
beauty, brains, clothes, social prestige, 
and a Thunderbird convertible. Every- 
thing in the finer qualities, though, 
meant poison: haughtiness, selfishness, 
and complete lack of concern for her 
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Books } for the Hearthside 


classmates except Christie Cochran 
and the boys. She had no time for 
the girls. They were absolute, total 
duds. Of course, Anne could turn on 
the charm for the servants or Mother’s 
and Dad’s friends. The ending of this 
book is quite different. Readers may 
even grow to understand and appreci- 
ate Anne, try it and see. 


For Children 


Children just beginning to read will 
have no difficulty reading Wanted... 
a Brother, by Gina Bell (Abingdon 
Press, 1959, 32 pages, $1.50). Timothy 
Piper has a sister, Anne. The only 
thing, though, that Timothy wanted 
was a brother to play with, to talk to, 
and to drink chocolate sodas with. 
There was no way to get a brother! 
They were not for sale; he couldn’t 
trade anything he had for one; he 
couldn’t even borrow one, Then he 
learned something from Anne—who 
was almost as good as a _ brother. 
George Wilde’s illustrations add to the 
charm of this story. 

Bobby’s Neighbors, by Joyce Boyle 
(Abingdon Press, 1959, 96 pages, $2), 
tells of the experiences of Bobby and 
his next-door neighbor, Linda, from 
fall to Christmas. Beginning as they 
rake the leaves in Bobby’s backyard 
for a bonfire, the two share many ad- 
ventures in their backyards and in the 
nearby park, as well as planning and 
getting ready for Christmas. Bobby is 
the kind of boy anyone would want 
as a neighbor. 

Planned for children four to seven, 
Hertha Depper’s illustrations help 
those who are unable to read the 
words to have an understanding of the 
story. 


Important 
March Dates 
for 
Families 


The Month of March has in it 
a number of significant dates for 
families. In one way or another 
most families have been, are, or 
will be influenced by the organiza- 
tions or events which these dates 
signalize. Let’s consider them to- 
gether. 

Red Cross Month. - The entire 
month is set aside for the benefit 
of the American Red Cross. In 
communities where United Fund 
programs are in force, the Red 
Cross participates. Many families 
have found the Red Cross as a 
friend in need in times of disaster 
and trouble. 

National 4-H Club Week. Boys 
and girls of countless farm and 
town homes have received inspira- 
tion for head, heart, hands, and 
health through the wonderful 
work of this organization. 

Girl Scout Week. The 48th an- 
niversary of the Girl Seout move- 
ment falls on March 12 in this 
week, March 6-13. Over three mil- 
lion girls are a part of this pro- 
eram. 

Camp Fire Girls’ Birthday 
Week. The 50th anniversary of 
work by this organization is being 
celebrated. Although probably 
not as widely known as Girl 
Scouts this program for girls has 
wielded a great influence over 
their lives. 

March birthdays of famous per- 
sons who have made their mark on 
our lives include those of Luther 
Burbank, Andrew Jackson, James 
Madison, Charles William Eliot, 
Robert Frost, Knute Rockne, 
Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., Al- 
bert Einstein, and David Living- 
stone. 

March may be the month of 
‘ill’? winds but it has blown much 


‘Most of these ‘‘one-parent’’ par. 


of goodness into the life of | 
world. 


Making a ‘‘Student Code’’ 
A number of cities and e 


munities in the United States hi 
developed ‘‘Student Codes’’ wh 
help to determine standards’ 


| 
| 
conduct for young people. | 
| 


every instance these have been. 
operative projects of young peor 
their parents, and high sch 
teachers. | 
Such codes have helped to elirp 
nate some of the tensions thi 
exist when there is no clear- 
understanding, mutually arriv§ 
at and acceptable, regarding s 
problems as dating, hours of co: 
ing home from parties, approprial 
dress, behavior in public plac¢ 
and use of makeup. | 
Communities, small or largl 
whose parents are interested 
discovering how such codes 
be developed will find help 
writing to the American Institu 
of Family Relations, 5287 Suns 
Blvd., Los Angeles 27, Californi 
asking for the reprint of the art 
cle ‘‘How to Make a ‘Stude 
Code.’ ’’ These are available ¢ 
10¢ per copy. 


Still a Problem 


Although a recent survey ind 
cates that over nine out of ter 
children in the: United States liv 
in two-parent homes it remains 
true that over six million éhildrer 
are living in one-parent homes 


ents are greatly concerned abou 
how to be both father and mother 
to their children. 

Not all their problems can be 
answered or solved easily but a 
good start toward solutions is pro- 
vided in a recent Publie Affairs 
Pamphlet, No. 287, entitled The 
One-Parent Family, by Anna W. 
M. Wolf and Lucille Stein. It is 
available for 25 cents from the 
Public Affairs Pamphlets, 22 East 
38th Street, New York 16, N. Y. 
Additional helpful pamphlets are, 
No. 136b, New Facts About Birth 
Control; No. 285, Your Child’s 
Friends; and No. 278, Your Child 
and His Reading. 


HEARTHSTONE 
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IWAN One Path Toward Proof 


Reach 

To the outer realms of the uni- 
verse. 

What is there? 

A perfection of plan that could 
not occur 

By chance. 

Where is the Knowledge that 
made it? 


Search 
In the innermost core of the atom 


Minutely. 


Explore 

The amoeba, a leaf on a tree, 

A virus, an ant, the dust in the 
air. 

What is there? 

You cannot deny the perfection 
you find. ; 

You cannot deny the Omnipotent 
Mind 

That made it. 

Mildred Fielder eect" MIDNA Lomas ~ 

—Photo by Della B. Vik 


The Pasqueflower or Crocus 


Poetry Page 


There Is No Doubt 


o feel the sun’s rays on the face, 

To feel the wind and rain, 
fo watch the Spring’s soft fingers trace 
« Away the Winter’s pain; 


lo watch the flowers’ buds spread out 
O’er the green-covered sod, 

There never should be cause to doubt 
The Love and Truth of God. 


—James E. Nichols 


—Religious News Service 
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‘ WITH CHRIST IN THE UPPER ROOM. ‘A GUIDE TO THE PARABLES OF JESUS. 

with By Lynn J. Radcliffe. A book of such insight and so By Hillyer H. Straton. Jesus’ parables are li 
alive with personal meanings that no reader can great diamond mine inherited by every man; « 
CHRIST help but feel, practically live, the stirring message this unusual book shows the direct way to mine 
inthe of the “Upper Room” ............... ... $1.50 precious gems right now. It shows how Christ actu 
acts today in our own minds through understanc 
UPPER 365 WINDOWS. and modern application of the parables ... . $3 
OOM By Halford E. Luccock. Here are devotions of un- f 

usual strength. They enliven and stimulate the spirit- THE DARK ROAD TO TRIUMPH. 
cates he tie val faculties: on dedication, personal worth, service, By Clayton Williams. Here are sermons on the / 
gratitude and oth@is i. semua a $2.00 center of our gospel—Jesus Christ/s passion : 


triumph, Preached by one with almost unequal 
perspective at the American Church in Paris; his ¢ 
tacts with government leaders; American youth a 
personal problems abroad; and services to Fran 
make unique background ............. ” -$2. 


THE NEW BOOK BY OR. PEALE 


THE MANNER OF THE RESURRECTION. 
By Leslie D. Weatherhead. A powerful book by 
minister of famed City Temple, London. The vie 
point: Christ is with us now; the Resurrection | 


NORMAN Sea urgent meaning today. A vital, compelling approc 


os | to devel ft thinkitig: ..: /.aaeneees $1. 
PEALE , o develop persona inking | : 


a 


AND STILL HE SPEAKS. J 
By Edward L. R. Elson. From the minister of th 
church attended by President Eisenhower. 1 
author presents deep convictions. His message: C 

is a living Christ; He has appeared; the significan 
to us of His post-resurrection words .. sees $2. 


IN HIS LIKENESS. 
By G. Mcleod Bryan. Thoughts of 40 men ar 
women: the persistence over centuries of efforts 
understand and live the Christian life ...... $3. 


CONVERSION. 

By E. Stanley Jones. A world-famous missionar 
tells of many aspects of conversion. Actual conve 
sions of millionaires, beggars, 8-to-80-year old 
ministers, intellectuals, actors, and many others fros 
all over the world ........-- + 7==——e $1.9 


CHRISTIAN BAPTISM. 

Edited by A. Gilmore. Present-day thinking on the 
part of a group of young ministers as they go back 
to first principles and the doctrine of Christian Bap- 
tism in terms of the Bible, history, and theology. 


Their aim: to offer a new and vital contribution for 
seekers today. Sincere and outstanding effort con- 
Mistentasyithy ruse ves =. >, steceielecrutiet ee te ee $4.50 
READING THE GOSPEL OF JOHN. 


By James P. Berkeley. The author’s many years of 
fascination with the beloved Fourth Gospel is plainly 
evident in this thought-provoking interpretation. He 
seeks to open wider the door of understanding the 
inner meaning and true depth of Christ's ministry 
COOH erates 7 aad «ow «ante 41HO157, $3.75 


THANKS BE TO GOD. 

By Robert Rodenmayer. Lively, human meditations 
that lead to a renewed appreciation of life, the 
gifts of creation, and the goodness of God. Light- 


ness plus solid bedrock. Fine examples ....$2.00 
THE AMAZING RESULTS OF POSITIVE 
THINKING. 

By Norman Vincent Peale. Sincere accounts of peo- 
ple everywhere who have applied the principles of 


positive thinking. The book takes up many aspects 
of it; individual contributions to life; dealing with 
remorse; getting closer to God ........... $3.50 


